12-31-04

Charles Gundlah, #124520

B-3121-S

Santa Rosa Correctional Institution

5850 E. Milton Road

Milton, FL 33583
NL-1 8-16-04, NL-2, 10-28, 2004

denglish@wmrfla.com (E-mail Address of Attorney)

1-05-05

Dear Friend,

Your participation and involvement will be immensely appreciated. Rather than try to “cherry pick” various items of interest for you, I am attaching two of Gundlah’s files for your perusal.  Feel free to extract what you feel might be useful.
Should you desire or require further information, please feel free to contact me.
many Thanks & BEST OF THE DAY TO YOU,

Sid 


-----Original Message-----
From: JudyF72@aol.com [mailto:JudyF72@aol.com]
Sent: Tuesday, January 04, 2005 7:52 PM
To: SKLEINER@COMCAST.NET
Subject: Charles Gundlah
Dear Sid,

 

I have been contacted by Denise Marhoefer regarding Mr. Charles Gundlah.  I am the Executive Director of Federal Prison Policy Project and am wanting to assist you in any way I can.  Please send me some general information that I can share with my organization and a couple of other organizations I work with to see if together in numbers and strength we can assit Mr. Gundlah.  

 

I am also trying to locate an individual in the Miami, Florida area that has had great success in working with these types of situations.

 

I look forward to hearing from you.

 

Judy Freyermuth
>
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SID KLEINER, President & Programs Coordinator

BETH TIKVAH JEWISH PRISONER OUTREACH

AN OUTREACH/ADVOCACY AGENCY FOR JEWISH PRISONERS AND THEIR FAMILIES

10188 WINTER VIEW DRIVE

NAPLES, FL  34109-1520

PHONE: 239-591-2649, FAX: 239-566-7702-E-MAIL:SKLEINER@COMCAST.NET

An IRS-Approved, Not-For-Profit Corporation

Baruch Hashem

23rd Tevet, 5765

January 4th, 2005
Charles Gundlah, #124520

B-3121-S

Santa Rosa Correctional Institution

5850 E. Milton Road

Milton, FL 33583

New Year Greetings, Friend Charles!

I am headed out to the state prison (Hendry C.I.) in Immokalee this morning. We now have about 20 Jews participating in our programs and this makes for some very interesting and enlightening exchanges of views and perspectives. My talk today will focus on the Ten Commandments.

Anyhow, before leaving for the 33-mile trip I wanted to let you know that the letter you wrote on 12-25-04 arrived here yesterday. Along with your letter, Charles, was a letter from attorney Gregory A. Kummerlin advising that you’d refused the pre-trial statement that he’d sent to you and you’d refused to come to the telephone for the first scheduled telephone conference. Your notation on the bottom of the page clearly reveals that you had never refused the legal mail or the telephone call. I assume that you have notified counsel accordingly.

Yes, my friend, the cruise was sunny, pleasant, rewarding and relaxing. I only was required to do two Erev-Shabbat services. A former prison chaplain friend of mine was in charge of Christian observances so I became his “music minister” and did all the music for his four services. He came to my services and handed out prayer books to latecomers. This is the way people should work together.

I hasten to advise you that there are many initiatives underway to resolve the problems you face. Wonderful souls are getting involved and doing positive things to get you extricated from the mess that confronts you on a daily basis. Please let me know what (if anything) was accomplished as a result of meeting with Jason Kennedy. Due to privacy statutes we aren’t privy to what happened during and after this meeting. We’re hoping and praying that Jason Kennedy will get you moved to a safer and saner environment.

Hang tough, my friend, better days may be coming shortly,

Sid
1-03-05

Urgent Alert For Abuse and Medical Neglect Of Vermont/Florida Inmate

The Jeff Dicks Coaltion

P.O. Box 342

Beechgrove, Tn. 37018

sdicks@blomand.net

WWW.JEFFDICKS.ORG
Urgent Alert

Date of Alert: January 3, 2005

Expiry Date of Alert: February 3, 2005

Contact for Urgent Alert

Leslie Woods-Perkins, Florida Medical Coordinator, 

JDMC Prison Abuse Director

Alert Concerning:

Charles Gundlah # 124520, B-3121-S

Santa Rosa Correctional Institution

5850 East Milton Road

Milton, Florida 32583

Issues: Prison Abuse of Inmate


Medical Neglect of Inmate

Background: Charles Gundlah # 124520, B-3121, he is incarcerated at Santa Rosa Correctional Institution in Milton, Florida. Charles is an inmate from the Vermont Department of Corrections. Charles witnessed an accidental killing by a guard in Vermont and testified at a Senate Hearing, regarding the incident. He was transferred to Florida DOC several years ago and has been harassed and retaliated against since being sent to Florida. He has been placed in cells with known sexual predators and raped repeatedly by inmates, suffering serious injuries as a result. He has been beaten many times by guards.  He should be wheelchair bound, but is coerced to drag himself around. He is anxious, terrified and in poor health, also being asthmatic. Currently we, and several groups have been contacting the Florida DOC and the Vermont DOC for several months in an attempt to get him removed from the State of Florida and returned to Vermont, placed in another state or transferred into Federal custody for his protection. We have written many letters and made many phone calls to no avail.  He is in real fear for his life. He has had  only sporadic contact with his family and appears to lack family support since being transferred to Florida, though calls have been made to his mother in his behalf. A special investigator from the Vermont DOC had arranged to meet with Charles on December 29th, however, the evening of December 23rd Charles was moved 350 miles away to Santa Rosa from Union C.I. without any previous knowledge that this was going to take place. His wheelchair was taken away from him and he was forced to drag himself around to various call-outs. After arriving at Santa Rosa C.I., he was moved from one cell to another and forced again to drag himself to a new cell 50 yards away, being told he would be gassed and if it took ten times, they would gas him 10 times. Charles has asthma and has stopped breathing with the use of gas near him.  He submitted a pass for sick call and asked for a wheelchair and was told that he had to walk to sick call or be automatically recorded as refusing the sick call. He was videotaped being taken to Santa Rosa C.I. and they wheeled him in, in a wheelchair. The problem with his left leg is undiagnosed at this point. 

The Jeff Dicks Coalition does not condone criminal activity. However, we believe that the neglect of inmates’ medical needs, and deliberate abuse by guards and their indifference to abuse and rape by other inmates, particularly where this has the effect of hastening death or causing disability, is a serious breach of government responsibility and of inmates’ human rights. It is unethical, unprofessional, and unacceptable. It also contravenes key international human rights conventions. Principle 24 of The Body of Principles of All Persons Under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment sets out the following standard for inmate medical care:

“A proper medical examination shall be offered to a detained or imprisoned person as promptly as possible after his admission to the place of detention or imprisonment, and thereafter medical care and treatment shall be provided whenever necessary. This care and treatment shall be provided free of charge”. 

Article 9 of the Basic Principles for the Treatment of Prisoners states that: “prisoners shall have access to the health services available in the country without discrimination on the grounds of their legal situation. 

Action: 

Contact the Florida Department of Corrections, and the Vermont Department of Corrections to advocate on Charles Gundlah’s behalf. Please be courteous and acknowledge that the officials were not aware of the problem.  

Please note that:

This warden is in a position to change the treatment that Charles receives in the future, and prevent any further abuse by guards and inmates and not repeat the past. 

Please express deep concern that:

· Charles is not receiving appropriate medical diagnosis or treatment for his leg condition, and is being denied a wheelchair that he needs. His leg is completely unusable. 

· Charles may die if he continues to receive abuse and his medical conditions aren’t addressed. 

Request the officials’ personal urgent intervention to ensure that:

· Charles is immediately examined by both prison medical staff and by an external medical specialist to assess, diagnose and treat his condition, and that this be done free of charge to Charles or his family. Insure that Charles is immediately provided with any necessary medical treatments and other arrangements are made to accommodate and monitor his condition, particularly his leg condition. 

· You receive an update of Charles’ condition. 

If you are unable to write or e-mail all of these contacts, please note that they are listed in order of priority.  I have provided an e-mail list also. 

CONTACTS:

Warden Joseph S. Petrovsky

Santa Rosa Correctional Institution

5850 East Milton Rd.

Milton, Fl.  32583 

850-893-5800 Phone

850-893-5907 Fax

These are the contacts that we have been contacting at this point in addition to UCI officials. 

Emails to:

Santarosaci@mail.dc.state.fl.us
Justice Department- Criminal.Divison@usdoj.gov
Jkennedy@doc.state.vt.us
roberts.ernetta@mail.dc.state.fl.us
Inspector General Florida- abdulwasi.gerald@mail.dc.state.fl.us
Secretary@mail.dc.state.fl.us
Complaints@mail.dc.state.fl.us
Human.rights@hrc.mail.state.fl.us
Macm@doc.state.vt.us
Janicer@doc.state.vt.us
Sgold@doc.state.vt.us
Jeb.bush@myflorida.com
Chaplain Alex Taylor - Taylor.Alex@mail.dc.state.fl.us             

Fl_govig@eog.state.FL.US
Dlawton@defgen.state.vt.us
Koddy@doc.state.vt.us
Bernie@mail.house.gov
Senator_leahy@leahy.senate.gov
Stephens.douglas@mail.dc.state.fl.us
1-03-05

Dear Everybody,

Thanks for an enlightening (though not overly encouraging) update, Dianne. Though no guard was present, at UCI Charles was told that he’d better not reveal the beatings to the inspectors or he was dead meat!

The situation with the “Santa Rosa Gas Gang” could be similar. Regardless, Jason Kennedy isn’t going to be revealing much to us, and his report to the higher authorities could very well indicate that Charles is receiving adequate treatment. And then they get back with us and tell us that all’s well with Charles. I have been through this charade several times.

I don’t have answers, but neither am I about to surrender in a state of frustration and bewilderment. Then too, because out-of-state people are investigating the Gundlah situation, on-site personnel could really come down hard on him!

Forging ahead, an inch at a time,

Sid
BEST OF THE DAY TO YOU,

Sid 


-----Original Message-----
From: Dr. Musser [mailto:musserod@bright.net]
Sent: Monday, January 03, 2005 1:34 PM
To: leswoods_2002@yahoo.com; skleiner@comcast.net; sissel
Subject: FROM DIANNE: GUNDLAH NEWS
I'm emailing from work--
 

I just spoke with Mr Kennedy who was able to speak alone with Charles on the 29th.  He had another inmate at Santa Rosa that he needed to see, so if Charlie was moved to try to keep him away from Kennedy, it didn't work---he was at the facility anyway.
 

He was unable to share anything with me about their meeting, and when I asked about having public access to the report he will be filing, I was told that since it was inter-departmental we would not have any access to it.   Charles will be given the final outcome, but Kennedy was unsure to what degree Charles will be informed.  He possibly may just be given the outcome with no details, he didn't know.  
 

So, for what it's worth, they were alone, no guard standing over Charles, so he should have had the chance to speak freely.  
 

And, I added my two cents worth, and told Kennedy that Charles did need to be moved out of Florida.  
 

I guess we see what happens, but Kennedy is in his office now if anyone else is interested in giving him a call.  
 

dianne
SID KLEINER, President & Programs Coordinator

BETH TIKVAH JEWISH PRISONER OUTREACH

AN OUTREACH/ADVOCACY AGENCY FOR JEWISH PRISONERS AND THEIR FAMILIES

10188 WINTER VIEW DRIVE

NAPLES, FL  34109-1520

PHONE: 239-591-2649, FAX: 239-566-7702-E-MAIL:SKLEINER@COMCAST.NET

An IRS-Approved, Not-For-Profit Corporation
January 3rd, 2005

Dear Friend Kim Likens,

Someone doesn’t seem to be getting the message. Charles Gundlah is being threatened with being gassed for his refusal to walk. The man is asthmatic and he cannot handle this without it possibly being a threat to his life!  What are the grounds for gassing Gundlah?  He cannot walk and they want to force him to walk---even though they wheeled him to his cell/room when he arrived at this facility. What kind of inhumane monsters are being paid taxpayers’ dollars to be so cruel to American citizens? Must we file a legal injunction against using gas on Gundlah? Is this the kind of publicity Florida’s DOC seeks and wants.

So, the DOC moved him out of the UCI Snakepit---and where was Gundlah moved? To a place that isn’t qualified to give him the medical care he needs. But they are known for their trigger-happy gassings!

Please, once and for all, let’s end this nightmare and place Gundlah in a secure, anxious-free environment. He needs medical care, and instead, he continues to be harassed. Doesn’t anyone care? I find this entire episode to be utterly incredible. Let’s end it now---today. Okay!

With best wishes,

Sid Kleiner 

-----Original Message-----
From: FL_GOV Inspector General [mailto:FL_GOV.InspectorGeneral@MyFlorida.com]
Sent: Monday, January 03, 2005 11:45 AM
To: Sid Kleiner
Subject: RE: CHARLES GUNDLAH, #124520, B-3121
                FL_GOV.InspectorGeneral@MyFlorida.com

Mr. Kleiner,
 

Thank you for your recent correspondence in which you express continued concerns regarding Charles Gundlah.  We will forward your complaint to the Department of Corrections Office of Inspector General for review and action deemed appropriate. 
 

Thank you, 
 

Kim Likens
Deputy Director of Investigations
Office of the Chief Inspector General  

-----Original Message-----

1-03-05

I just got off the phone with Charles' mother.  I informed her of his recent move to Santa Rosa, gave her the new address, and also the phone # of Mr. Kennedy.  I explained that Kennedy was to have seen Charlie last week, but as of yet we don't know if the visit happened.
 
I urged her to also phone Kennedy and get involved, which she said she would do tomorrow.
 
She did receive the letter Charlie wrote to her, but by her response, I don't know that she replied to it...not yet at least.  
 
Here's hoping she will take on the "mother" role and help us care for her son.   (sorry for the editorial)
 
More tomorrow, I'll phone Kennedy from work in the morning and see what I can find out.  
 
Dianne
 
 
Original Message ----- 
From: Bea7111@aol.com 

To: afua@woh.rr.com 

Sent: Friday, December 31, 2004 4:37 PM

Subject: Re: A Question--

Santa Rosa is a CM camp --  It is for guys that continuely get in trouble in open population, or fighting, or charged with escape, the worst of the worst.  There is CM1-2 and 3 -- CM 1 being the worst.  I have heard good and bad --- It is up to the guys themselves I believe as to how they are treated.  Most are in two man cells -- they don't have privledges like open compound --- I write to three guys at Santa Rosa. Two that were on CM1 --- then graduated to CM2 and now are on CM3 -- they have taken courses for their GED  and seem to be doing very well --- The other guy seems to be okay also -- I had heard some horror stories a year or so ago -- but from just one guy and when I mentioned his name to the ones I write to --- they said they heard him yelling and bitching all the time --- So I would say it s what they make it...
Hope this answers your question-- Bea 
                                                         [image: image2.wmf]
SID KLEINER, President & Programs Coordinator

BETH TIKVAH JEWISH PRISONER OUTREACH

AN OUTREACH/ADVOCACY AGENCY FOR JEWISH PRISONERS AND THEIR FAMILIES

10188 WINTER VIEW DRIVE

NAPLES, FL  34109-1520

PHONE: 239-591-2649, FAX: 239-566-7702-E-MAIL:SKLEINER@COMCAST.NET

An IRS-Approved, Not-For-Profit Corporation

Baruch Hashem

19th Tevet, 5765

December 31st, 2004
Charles Gundlah, #124520

B-3121-S

Santa Rosa Correctional Institution

5850 E. Milton Road

Milton, FL 33583

Happy Last Day of the Year to You, Friend Charles!

Someone mentioned to me that you were not able to take my last two letters with you to Santa Rosa. Accordingly, I have printed out copies of those letters and will enclose them with this missive. As you know, I have been out of the office for nearly two weeks. Consequently, there wouldn’t have been any mail from me during that “blackout” period. 

To briefly bring you up to date: I just e-mailed a two-page letter to the warden of Santa Rosa. In the course of these two pages I outlined some of my immediate concerns and complaints about your situation up there. Copies of the letter went to the governors, senators, Inspector General, etc. I pleaded for humaneness, for decency, for respect, for concern for another human being, etc. Understandably, one cannot guarantee that anything positive will result from this plea. But I would be less than a decent human being if I ignored your plight and permitted the abuses to prevail. My friend, the battles will continue to be waged. You have a support team that moves forward with grim determination. We will battle evil and ignorance until we prevail. Please hang in there for us! Oh yes, Charles, your affidavit is here and in safekeeping.

Our “Deep Caribbean” cruise was a rousing success with well over 60 people coming into the Cinema to join us in song and prayer. For Passover, we board the Century and will again explore the islands of the Caribbean. We will be spending the High Holy Days doing two cruises to Bermuda and back to the mainland.

May the new secular year bring about a resolution to your ongoing challenges and problems,

Sid

December 31st, 2004

G’ Day & A Perfect 2005 to You, Dianne!

Thanks for your sincere efforts to resolve the issues at hand. Off the top of my head I would say that (for “security” reasons) the prison would deny the interview. Further, I predict that they would require censorship privileges and mangle the story up to make themselves look like cherubic angels. 
You are correct in stating that this would alert the prison to media awareness. But it could also bring about harsh retaliation---whether interview permission is granted or not. 

My sincere advice is that you run this idea by Charles and advise him that he may be further victimized by this effort. Is this what he wants? His latest letter indicates mounting depression, frustration and futility. Let’s proceed very, very cautiously, as this is a most fragile situation.

Have a special one,

Sid
BEST OF THE DAY TO YOU,

Sid 


-----Original Message-----
From: Dianne Abshire [mailto:afua@woh.rr.com]
Sent: Friday, December 31, 2004 6:48 AM
To: Sid Kleiner
Subject: An Idea --Gundlah
Good morning, Sid!
 

I am awake early as usual this morning, so I thought I'd put my grey matter to work and get some things done.  I've been giving Charlie's situation a lot of thought.  
 

What do you think of this idea:  
 

I was recently contacted by someone at E! Entertainment network about taking part in a program/documentary on various types of relationships with inmates and how they improve the inmates quality of life, etc.  
 

The representative also contacted my long-time pen pal and they want to interview him for the show as well.  Whether the interviews will actually materialize is still up in the air at this point, but nevertheless...  
 

Might this opportunity be a possible way to help Charlie?  
 

What do you think about suggesting that E! Entertainment also contact Charlie as a possible subject to interview?  In turn, the network would have to contact Charlie and also the prison for permission to come in and film, and through this, they would in an indirect way be letting the prison know that they were interested in Charlie's claims of abuse and wanted to talk to him about it.
 

I send this idea to you for your thoughts and opinion since I in no way want to suggest anything that might make Charlie's life any worse than it already is, and I don't know if this idea would help or hurt.  
 

In an earlier letter he wrote that we had "carte blanche" (or however it's spelled) to do whatever we could to help him, but I don't want to attempt anything wreckless that would only cause him more suffering.  
 

Let me know your thoughts on this, please.  If I'm totally out of my mind with this one, which I frequently am (don't tell anyone, it's a carefully guarded secret), please don't hesitate to let me know.  
 

If you think it's a possible plan of action, just say the word and I'll call the network representative.  Also, if you do think it's an idea worth trying, may I give your name and phone # as another contact for Charlie?  
 

All the best to you and Trudy for a healthy, happy, and productive 2005!
 

Dianne  
 

 

 

 

Dec. 30th, 2004

I received a letter from Charles Gundlah today, written on the 24th, and he's asking me to update everyone with some news.  
 
First, he was suddenly moved.  His address is now:
 
Charles Gundlah #124520
B-3121-S
Santa Rosa Correctional Inst
5850 E. Milton Rd
Milton, FL  33583
 
He sent the Warden (I assume of UCI) a 3 page letter about his ill treatment after he last wrote to me -- no wheelchair, no showers, problems with his mail, legal mail, his property, etc.  
 
At around 4:00 on Wednesday he said 6 guards, a Captain and a "bunch of sargents" came with a wheelchair and a video camera.  He is put in a van with no property except what he had in the cell.  He said they drove 90 mph the entire way and he arrived "at the notorious Santa Rosa CI."   FSP, Lake Butler, and & UCI are known as the "Devil's Triangle," and Santa Rosa is known as the "Devil's Tail."  If they don't gettcha at UCI or FSP, Santa Rosa will!  
 
They video taped his arrival.  He was wheeled into medical and then into cell B 1122 S.  The next day a Lt. Giemon comes in and tells him he has to move to a different cell.  He is asked to drag himself 50 yards to another part of the building.  Charles says he knows this is a set up to get him to say no, so he does what he is told and he drags himself handcuffed and shackled through spilled juice and food to cell B 3121-S.  
 
That night he submits a sick call form to get medical attention and a pas for a wheelchair, etc.  The morning of his letter (Dec 24th), the Sgt comes and tells him, "You either walk to sick call or you automatically will be recorded as refused.  There was no way to tell this bumpkin that I can't walk.  Yup.  It seems the same thing is going on here."  
 
He said that he made sure to say on the video that he stopped breathing when the fumes of their gas seeped into his cell on 3 occasions in the past, and he explained his asthma.  He said he stated that on video for liability purposes.  He said that Santa Rosa has some "gas-happy beauties."  
 
He has no idea if they told Jason Kennedy that he was moved.  (my guess is they did not)
 
Sid, he said he received 2 letters from you before he was moved, but they are gone now and he can't reply to them.  He asked me to relay this information to you instead of writing you himself at this time.  
 
He is concerned that he will not receive his property at all now since it will be "messed with" at both institutions.  
 
He is asking that we phone the Warden and demand that he be given a wheelchair and medical attention and also his property--ALL OF IT!!!
 
He has not had it since Nov 18th and he has 4 civil cases stored in his property.
 
The warden is:  Mr. Patrowski
Programs Asst Warden:  Mr. Hoskins
Operations Asst Warden:  Mr. Griffis (former colonel at FSP)
 
Charles concluded by saying to tell the warden he is fearful of retaliation if he files grievances.  The 3-11 shift staff are using mass punishment to quiet 2 or 3 individuals--turning on the exhaust fan and using a huge round fan on while leaving a loud buzzing gate open, making it cold and noisy at night.
 
The food is all served cold.  
 
One guard tried to cause his food tray to fall on the floor, a way to get inmates on "loaf", given a DR, and be gassed.  
 
So, here we go again....  same treatment, but all new players.  
 
Are you familiar with Santa Rosa's reputation?  Sorry, but I'm not.  
 
Wish I had better news, however, the torture of Charles Gudlah continues.  
 
Dianne
 
 jkennedy@doc.state.vt.us; roberts.ernetta@MAIL.DC.STATE.FL.US; INSPECTOR GENERAL FLORIDA; Secretary@mail.dc.state.fl.us; complaints@mail.dc.state.fl.us; human.rights@hrc.state.vt.us; macm@doc.state.vt.us; janicer@doc.state.vt.us; sgold@doc.state.vt.us; Jeb.bush@myflorida.com; CHAPLAIN ALEX TAYLOR; Fl_govig@eog.state.FL.US; dlawton@defgen.state.vt.us; koddy@doc.state.vt.us; Bernie@mail.house.gov; Criminal.Division@usdoj.gov; senator_leahy@leahy.senate.gov; kenk@aja.org; stephens.douglas@mail.dc.state.fl.us
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SID KLEINER, President & Programs Coordinator

BETH TIKVAH JEWISH PRISONER OUTREACH

AN OUTREACH/ADVOCACY AGENCY FOR JEWISH PRISONERS AND THEIR FAMILIES
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PHONE: 239-591-2649, FAX: 239-566-7702-E-MAIL:SKLEINER@COMCAST.NET

An IRS-Approved, Not-For-Profit Corporation

December 31st, 2004
Warden Joseph S. Petrovsky

Santa Rosa Correctional Institution

5850 East Milton Road

Milton, FL 32583

E-Mail: santarosaci@mail.dc.state.fl.us
RE: Charles Gundlah, #124520

B-3121

G’Day & Happy New Year, Warden Petrovsky,

I realize that this isn’t an ideal time to be in touch with you. But when issues of abuse and survival are at stake, I cannot allow myself the luxury of postponing contact until next week. To be frank and up front with you, I want you to know that what I am writing to you today will be read by the U.S. Justice Department, the Inspector General, two state governors and several other people who are linked, in one manner or another, with matters pertaining to the appropriate care of those housed in the Florida prison system. This is not to say that you are a part of the problem. Rather, the prison you operate is your responsibility, your domain, and what occurs within its perimeters could ultimately be construed as culpability on your part. I have always been a person who likes to solve problems at the lowest possible level. I have tried that approach with the Gundlah case and I accomplished nothing at all. The FBI is investigating this matter only because those who are involved and those who are responsible chose to ignore our pleas for a mutually satisfactory resolution. Sincerely and truly, Mr. Gundlah was compelled to contact Mr. Moskowitz of the Civil Rights Criminal Division of the United States Justice Department. This was not a preference. Rather it was a response to no response from the Florida Department of Corrections. 

Charles Gundlah has just arrived at your facility. I have no idea why he was moved there, and I may never be given an explanation. Be that as it may, I have some allegations to share with you as well as with various government officials and agencies:

1. Your medical personnel contend that there is nothing wrong with Gundlah’s leg. If this is true, why was he wheeled into your facility?

2. Because of Gundlah’s inability to walk, he is close to being given a DR for “hygienic failure.” There is even the threat that he will be gassed! Come now, my friend, DOC staffers wheeled him into your facility and now he is being told that there’s nothing wrong with him! What gives? I don’t get it!

3. Gundlah reports threats of being gassed and abused in other ways simply because he cannot back himself up to the door to be cuffed. Your staff hands out DR’s because a man is unable to walk? Sorry, my friend, I just don’t understand their rationale.

4. To quote your CO: “As for you, medical says you’re okay. If I have to gas you ten times, I will. That’s it! I’m not listening to anything you got to say.” I needn’t remind you that prisoners are punished by incarceration---that’s the punishment. Gassing ailing humans solves nothing and only aggravates an already tense situation. Precisely why I am copying the Human Rights Commission on all that is transpiring. This is not Abu Grahib--- this is the USA and the state of Florida. Those you hold in captivity are entitled by law to be treated humanely. 

5. Gundlah has a history of asthmatic problems. Gassing the man could be his death sentence. Gundlah hardly needs to be gassed. It is well known that he has been non-violent and DR-free for years. Gundlah needs medical attention, not gassing. 

6. I possess a receipted affidavit, signed by Charles Gundlah, in the course of which he details the abuses and potential abuses that could bring about death or permanent disability. How utterly incredible it is that, in this special season of the year, cruelty prevails over humaneness and sanity. 

My friend, I believe that you are in a position to reverse the ugly tide of abuse and see that Charles Gundlah is given the basic necessities and receives essential medical treatment. It is what DOC personnel are supposedly committed to doing. More importantly, it is the right thing, the humane thing, and the sensible thing to do. Please halt this ongoing pattern of abuse. I will be so pleased to tell one and all that the Florida DOC has a heart, a soul, and a caring, rehabilitative attitude. Indeed, the time has come to stop the threats and the harassing and get on with making a wayward human being whole again.

Thanks for doing the right thing,

     Sid Kleiner                          

12-31-04

Here is contact information for Santa Rosa if anyone wants/needs it---phone number, chaplain, and email address.
 
I looked at the map, and Santa Rosa CI is located over 350 miles away from UCI, where Charles was previously housed.  To begin such a lengthy journey as late in the day as 4:00 pm doesn't sound like standard procedure to me, nor does it sound planned.  I can't imagine they would plan a five hour drive to begin that late in the day--not that I would know, but it doesn't sound "right" somehow.
 
I thought I'd let you know this information--I had no idea where Santa Rosa was located until I checked.  
 
Dianne
 
5850 East Milton Road 
Milton, Florida 32583 

 
(850) 983-5800 
Suncom: 689-5800 


FAX: (850) 983-5907 


E-Mail: santarosaci@mail.dc.state.fl.us 

 
Chaplain's Office
(850) 983-4530 

12-28-04

Hi Dianne!

And I thank you many times over for your valiant and ongoing efforts in the pursuit of humaneness, fairness and justice. Your phone calls and persistence can and will make a difference in this instance---of that I am certain!
I hope, trust and pray that you were able to speak with Jason Kennedy before his visit to the prison. I lost my voice after I conducted services on the ship last Friday night and I am presently unable to converse on the phone. I might have called Kennedy and warned him that Charles is under threats from his captors and may not be able to say what really needs to be said. We also need to tell Kennedy that Gundlah cannot possibly be safely housed anywhere in Florida due to the “Good Old Boys Network” syndrome. They will get at him wherever he goes. Charles should be moved to another state, the federal system, or back to Vermont.

Enough “soap-boxing” for today. Let’s keep the heat turned up until we are certain we have saved a life.
BEST OF THE DAY TO YOU,

Sid 


-----Original Message-----
From: Dianne Abshire [mailto:afua@woh.rr.com]
Sent: Sunday, December 26, 2004 6:45 PM
To: Sid Kleiner
Subject: Charles Gudlah
Importance: High
Welcome Home, Sid!
 

Sorry to be nagging you before you even return home, but I think this might be worth it.  I hope you pardon my intrusion once again...
 

I returned home tonight from the weekend away to find another letter from Charles.  This was written on Dec. 17th & 18th.  
 

Basically, he wrote about many of the usual problems he endures, but he did mention a couple of things worth noting.  
 

    1.  He was asked on Friday if he wanted a sick call.  This would be the same day I spoke with AW Tifft.  At letter's end, he had not yet been taken---maybe wasn't, but he was asked.
 

    2.  He wrote on the 18th that he "hoped they would shower and shave me tonight but..."    I wonder if he has had a shower since the one he was given a week or so ago?   Remember that Tifft told me he was receiving showers.  Maybe not?
 

    3.  And, most interesting of all, he received a letter from a Jason Kennedy, a Vermont Corrections Service Specialist, saying that he was coming to make a personal visit with Charles on December 29th.  
 

The letter was written to Charles' classification officer, Mr. Weatherholt, and a copy sent to Charles.  
 

In this letter, Kennedy gave his phone # and his email address in case Weatherhold had any questions, etc.  I'll give these to you now in case you would like to contact Kennedy before his visit to see Charles mid-week.  I am very seriously considering phoning him myself, to let him know a little about what is happening.  I know that if he speaks with the DOC, they will only tell him that all is going well with Charles.  
 

Horrors if they would do something like tell Kennedy that Charles refuses his visit and send him away!  (Yes, I really do believe they would do something like that)
 

His email address is:  jkennedy@doc.state.vt.us   
 

His phone # is:  802-751-0454 
 

I just wanted to let you know that a Vermont Corrections specialist was making the trip down to see Charles.  I'm sure Charles wrote to you about this, but he did mention that you were at sea, and that he didn't know when you were returning.  So, maybe he didn't write you about this visit.  
 

Again, sorry to put you to work so soon after your return home.  I'm glad to hear (from Trudy) that you had a nice time.  
 

I'll be in touch --  
 

Dianne
12-28-04

Welcome Home, Sid!
 
Sorry to be nagging you before you even return home, but I think this might be worth it.  I hope you pardon my intrusion once again...
 
I returned home tonight from the weekend away to find another letter from Charles.  This was written on Dec. 17th & 18th.  
 
Basically, he wrote about many of the usual problems he endures, but he did mention a couple of things worth noting.  
 
    1.  He was asked on Friday if he wanted a sick call.  This would be the same day I spoke with AW Tifft.  At letter's end, he had not yet been taken---maybe wasn't, but he was asked.
 
    2.  He wrote on the 18th that he "hoped they would shower and shave me tonight but..."    I wonder if he has had a shower since the one he was given a week or so ago?   Remember that Tifft told me he was receiving showers.  Maybe not?
 
    3.  And, most interesting of all, he received a letter from a Jason Kennedy, a Vermont Corrections Service Specialist, saying that he was coming to make a personal visit with Charles on December 29th.  
 
The letter was written to Charles' classification officer, Mr. Weatherholt, and a copy sent to Charles.  
 
In this letter, Kennedy gave his phone # and his email address in case Weatherhold had any questions, etc.  I'll give these to you now in case you would like to contact Kennedy before his visit to see Charles mid-week.  I am very seriously considering phoning him myself, to let him know a little about what is happening.  I know that if he speaks with the DOC, they will only tell him that all is going well with Charles.  
 
Horrors if they would do something like tell Kennedy that Charles refuses his visit and send him away!  (Yes, I really do believe they would do something like that)
 
His email address is:  jkennedy@doc.state.vt.us   
 
His phone # is:  802-751-0454 
 
I just wanted to let you know that a Vermont Corrections specialist was making the trip down to see Charles.  I'm sure Charles wrote to you about this, but he did mention that you were at sea, and that he didn't know when you were returning.  So, maybe he didn't write you about this visit.  
 
Again, sorry to put you to work so soon after your return home.  I'm glad to hear (from Trudy) that you had a nice time.  
 
I'll be in touch --  
 
Dianne
Mother’s telephone #:  802-695-2957

12-28-04

Hello, Friend Leslie!

Thank you for a very caring and informative letter.

I will do my best to keep you updated as events occur. I have just perused 175 pages of computer files and, finally, I discovered that Jason Kennedy is (jkennedy@doc.state.vt.us) the Vermont caseworker assigned to look after Gundlah’s welfare down here in Florida. The fact that he will be here tomorrow is a positive sign that they are finally beginning to take this series of ongoing complaints seriously. Let’s see what Jason Kennedy’s visit brings about.

Thanks again for caring, Leslie,

Sid
Dear Mr. Kleiner,
 
It is good to see this posted on Charles and have been working on his case for the Jeff Dicks Coalition. I received a letter from him yesterday that appalled me once again. He talked about how he hadn't been receiving any mail and the further abuse he has been subjected too. I was wondering why he hadn't responded to anything I had written him. He said that a representative from the VT DOC was coming to see him on the 29th. I am very hopeful that this will help his situation and not make it worse after the VT official has left, as far as retaliation.  I am very concerned about him not receiving mail,  he said that he did finally receive a Christmas Card I sent him, but apparently none of the letters related to the abusive situation and also personal letters written as a friend. I did write the VT Doc and also congressional offices on his behalf in the last two months. If I can be of any other assistance to you, please email me. I am very concerned for his safety. 

Sincerely,

Leslie Woods-Perkins

12-16-04

Hello!
 
Well, I wish I had some news about Charles to ease your mind before your trip, but unfortunately I don't.  
 
I did phone the prison and ask to speak with Tifft, and I was told he was in the warden's office.  They transferred my call.  
 
After being on hold for a few minutes, I was told by a secretary (?) that Tifft would have to phone me back because "all of the papers he pulled" were back in his own office.  
 
He never did phone back.  So, I will have to phone him again tomorrow and try once more.   I was hoping to have some news to relay before you left.
 
Thanks for mentioning his lost legal visit and other recent incidents in your email of today.  I'll be sure to mention these to the Asst. Warden when I finally speak with him.  
 
Be blessed and travel safe.   
 
I hope you and Trudy have a wonderful time.  
 
Maybe we'll have some good news upon your return.  
 
I can update you at sea if I find anything out.  I promise to keep any email short and sweet, and I won't bother you unless necessary.
 
Hugs
 
Dianne
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BETH TIKVAH JEWISH PRISONER OUTREACH

AN OUTREACH/ADVOCACY AGENCY FOR JEWISH PRISONERS AND THEIR FAMILIES

10188 WINTER VIEW DRIVE

NAPLES, FL  34109-1520

PHONE: 239-591-2649, FAX: 239-566-7702-E-MAIL:SKLEINER@COMCAST.NET

An IRS-Approved, Not-For-Profit Corporation

December 16th, 2004

RE: Charles Gundlah, #124520

U-2103

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000

Dear Florida Officials, Justice Department, & Other Concerned Departments and Individuals:

Although I am boarding a cruise ship to carry out a religious-duties assignment tomorrow morning, other sincere, concerned and compassionate people will be monitoring the progress you make towards resolving Mr. Gundlah’s ongoing difficulties at Union Correctional Institution. 

A just-received letter from Mr. Gundlah hardly offers cause for optimism. Over the course of several pages of descriptive details I learn that blood pressure medication has been denied, physical therapy is not being initiated, and Charles was unable to carry out an appointment with an attorney who came to meet with him. He has no idea who the attorney was, or why he was making this visit! Legal papers and other personal property have been kept from Charles Gundlah.

My friends, if even half of Gundlah’s allegations have merit, he is the recipient of ongoing ineffective, inefficient, intimidating and abusive treatment. Gundlah cannot even exercise his legal rights because of the obstacles and impediments that are placed in his path. Frankly, I am bewildered by the reported inconsiderate and inhumane happenings that have turned this man’s life into a living hell. Where are the staff supervisors who are ostensibly there to prevent such ongoing abuses from occurring? And now, Gundlah is being housed with those who have threatened him with harm in the past. No one, but no one, has ever explained Charles’ CM status in light of his years of DR-free behavior. And we wonder why some inmates (real, genuine human beings) lose their desire to live…………

Deeds, not words, please,

Sid Kleiner  

Debbie Wasserman-Schultz, 

E-mail:  Ian@dwsforcongress.com   -or- Ian@dws4congress.com

From: B Anderson <banderson@biaf.org>
Date: Wed, 15 Dec 2004 11:34:19 -0500
To: Sid Kleiner <skleiner@comcast.net>
Subject: Re: Congressman Peter Deutsch

Debbie Wasserman Schultz - who is a terrific person.  She totally helped me when I was having problems with transportation.  To reach her - you contact the Peter D. Washington office - I think I sent you that address yesterday.  There's no e-mail set up yet, Siddle.  In about one week - there will be e-mail.  Siddle, do you have the book that lists all the representatives and government workers and the committees they serve on?  If not, I will order one for you.  Let me know.  Siddle.  Love, barb

12/15/04

Hi Dianne!

By all means please do interrupt our sailing preparations. What you are doing and accomplishing is infinitely more important than putting a couple of bathing suits in a suitcase.

I am pleased that you had a conversation with the AW. The more they see us inquiring, the less likely they are to do anything abusive or harsh to Charles. Now I am most eager to hear what the AW tells you in his ensuing update.
I will be checking e-mail until about 11:00 PM Thursday evening, so feel free to share any news with me until then.

Your dedication and concern are deeply appreciated!

Sid
BEST OF THE DAY TO YOU,

Sid 


-----Original Message-----
From: Dianne Abshire [mailto:afua@woh.rr.com]
Sent: Wednesday, December 15, 2004 7:09 PM
To: Sid Kleiner
Subject: Charles Gudlah 
Hi Sid!
 

Sorry to interrupt your last minute packing, but I wanted to fill you in on a phone conversation I had earlier today with Asst. Warden Tifft.  
 

I phoned to complain/report about the held mail and general abusive treatment that Charles has endured these many months.  I decided to keep to a small area of focus rather than discuss the long history of abuse, so I questioned him about the missing stamps, held mail, the lack of showers, withholding of medications, and no wheelchair or crutches given him  to help his mobility.  
 

He listened, made no comments, and when I asked what he could do to rectify the situation he said he would "pull Gundlah" and inquire about what is going on.  
 

I told Tifft I would phone him tomorrow for an update on what he found, and he said that would be fine.  So, I am anxious to hear what Tifft has to tell me.  
 

Of course I'm not convinced that he will come to Charles' rescue, but if he can at least get Charles regular showers and his mail, it will be a start.    I'll let you know.  
 

I received another letter from Charles yesterday in which he told me he had some legal mail withheld from him because he could not walk to the door to get it.  The CO told him he'd get it if he came to the door, and when Charles couldn't/wouldn't, the CO left with the mail.  Two days later, when Charles wrote the letter, he still had not received his legal mail.  I also told Tifft about this incident as well.  
 

Tifft did say that while Charles was on the "T" wing for psychiatric observation he was not allowed to receive stamps, etc., so hopefully the stamps we sent have been properly stored with his personal effects.  I did let Tifft know that several days after being moved out of this "T" wing, he still had not received his property.  
 

I'll make sure I ask if his property has been returned when I phone him tomorrow.  
 

More to come---  
 

Dianne
Hi Carol!

You and I are in 100% agreement on this issue---never mind the abused Iraqi detainees---our own citizens need to be taken care of first, and then let’s look after abuses overseas.

Well, my friend, we are in this battle until we are successful in getting Charles into a better and safer environment. We will win because we happen to be right!

To be continued!
BEST OF THE DAY TO YOU,

Sid 


-----Original Message-----
From: Carol Leonard [mailto:carolleo864@yahoo.com]
Sent: Wednesday, December 15, 2004 8:09 PM
To: Sid Kleiner
Subject: RE: A PRECIOUS HUMAN LIFE NEEDS YOUR INTERVENTION
Mr. Kleiner;

I cannot begin to explain how this case has affected me...the letters that Charles has written to you and others- have more than touched my heart; this is why I have taken it upon myself to do "something" -"anything" that I can do. What has happened to him is more than awful...I cannot understand why more people are not involved in supporting his request- which is only to be returned to Vermont....this is a simple request- he wants to be safe and secure. I just dont understand....and there is nothing that can make me understand.  We need to focus and call attention to the mistreatment and abuse of our own citizens in our own prisons...this should be front page news on all papers rather than the focus on Iraqi citizens. Just my thoughts....

In Peace & Good Will

and always in support~
Dec. 15th, 2004

I am forwarding this message on to Stop Prisoner Rape- 
we have written numerous, numerous letters, emails & faxes- all seem to fall upon deaf ears- I have emailed the Dept. Of Justice, Jeb Bush, the Inspector General, the Secretary of Prisons and every congressman, etc that we could think of....We really need help- most of all Charles needs help....I will be looking forward to your response

Carol Leonard

Inmate-Activists2004

carolleo864@yahoo.com
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December 14th, 2004

RE: Charles Gundlah, #124520

U-2103

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000

Dear Florida Officials:

Please take a few moments to read the words of inmate Charles Gundlah. 

This man feels incredibly threatened and intimidated by his present treatment and surroundings. He advises that there are inmates in his unit who have clearly indicated a desire to do him harm. Further, it appears that his ongoing leg problems have hardly been addressed by the DOC’s medical team. 

My friends, all the indicators point to the fact that Charles Gundlah is in a very inappropriate setting. Further, ongoing, reported abuse and maltreatment only underscore the need to move Mr. Gundlah to a less-intimidating environment where he can get the medical attention he needs and is entitled to. Gundlah is unable to communicate concerning his legal matters due to restrictions on personal files and other personal property. Is this really fair?

As you are no doubt aware, the FBI and the U.S. Justice Department are already involved in this situation. Common sense and plain old logic would deem that you take appropriate action to bring this festering, ongoing and ominous situation to a conclusion. Vermont’s Department of Corrections was recently found negligent in its handling of the James Quigley suicide case. Does Florida need this kind of negative image? Hardly!

Let’s be humane and resolve this matter once and for all. How wonderful it would be to let the FBI and the Justice Department know that Florida isn’t like Vermont. Florida cares about its lowliest residents and has done what is fitting, proper and humane. The choice is yours. Hundreds of concerned citizens are eager to see this matter resolved in an equitable, appropriate manner.

In the spirit of this special season, I thank you in advance for really caring,

Sid Kleiner 

12-14-04

US Department of Justice
Civil Rights Division

 
Jaqueline Spratt

Mr. Moskowitz

 
I am writing to express my grave concern in regards to the treatment of Mr.Charles Gundlah, inmate currently at Union Correctional Institution, Raiford, Florida. Mr. Gundlah has been subjected to severe abuse while serving his sentence at this facility. He was transferred from a prison in Vermont, and since then has suffered numerous atrocities-not only at the hands of other inmates, but also correctional officers. All incidents have been documented, numerous letters, emails and notices have went to many, many officials at the prison. All have fallen upon what appears to be deaf ears. Mr. Gundlah's wishes are simple- to be transferred back to Vermont, where he came from. This abuse, especially within the Florida Department of Corrections is widespread and rampant, this is well documented fact. Please, check into this situation as soon as possible-to prevent something tragic from happening. 

Most Sincerely,

Carol Leonard [image: image6.png]



December 14th, 2004

Charles Gundlah, #124520

U-2103

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000

A Happy Last-Two-Days-Of Hanukkah to You, Chaver Charles!

Our “shutdown agenda” has been launched as we are a mere two days away from boarding the Summit for the deep Caribbean. I wanted to get a letter headed your way before those final, hectic, pre-cruise hours dominate our thinking and our activities.

Thanks for the article on the late James Quigley. There were revelations in that article that were completely unknown to me. I have been communicating with Claire Quigley, but I still didn’t learn about some of these happenings until you shared that piece with me. James Quigley will never be forgotten in this place. We still keep his file on an active status.

Now, my friend, about your situation: I continue to devote countless hours and considerable energy to bringing about a change in your status. It’s been a difficult row to hoe, but we aren’t launching the white surrender flag yet---no way. The recommendation is that we obtain a link with someone in the U.S. Congress and try to get something done “from the top down.” So, this afternoon I sent a barrage of e-mail to just about all of Florida’s congressional members. I am after one congressman in particular, but have been unable to get his e-mail address. The address that was published proved to be invalid. Oh yes, Charles, a thousand appreciative thanks for the holiday card. We attended two Hanukkah celebrations, so we’re really glowing with the spirit of the “Festival of Lights.” As for the Vermont newspapers: I have tried with your articles and have not had any real success. But we’ll keep trying. And I will keep trying to get you moved until I leave town Friday morning.

In peace, friendship, love and love of God’s Torah,

Sid 

NAME: 

Peter Deutsch (Democrat) 

2421 Rayburn House Office Building 

United States House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C.  20515 

PHONE: 

1-202-225-7931 

FAX: 

1-202-225-8456 

E-MAIL: 

pdeutsch.pub@mail.house.gov 

WEB: 

http://www.house.gov/deutsch/
20 FL Deutsch, Peter (D)             1-202-225-7931   1-202-225-8456 


     204 Cannon                     pdeutsch.pub@mail.house.gov 

I just called their Hollywood address and the lady said the Wash. Office is closed (I assume for the holidays).  The Hollywood address is:

19100 Pines Blvd.
Pembroke Pines, FL 33026

Congressman Peter Deutsch
2303 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 225-7931
(202) 225-8456 (fax)
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December 14th, 2004

pdeutsch.pub@mail.house.gov 

John.Mica@mail.house.gov 

· 
ask.adam@mail.house.gov 

· Ileana Ros-Lehtinen 

· E. Clay Shaw, Jr. 

· Cliff Stearns
cstearns@mail.house.gov 

· Dave Weldon 

· Robert Wexler 

· C.W. Young
Bill.Young@mail.house.gov
RE: Charles Gundlah, #124520

T-1103

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000

Dear Congressman Peter Deutsch:

You are more than remotely familiar with the abuses of Abu Grahib. You have witnessed the outcries and the outrage concerning the reported cruelties committed upon the detainees in Iraq. 

My friend, I possess dozens of pages of documentation that allege abuses that exceed the ones that prompted outcries and protests from all over the world. I have made relentless and earnest efforts to prompt the Florida Department of Corrections authorities to move Mr. Gundlah to a safer and saner environment. Sadly, the intimidation and abuse seem to be ongoing and, at times, intensifying.

Since you are no doubt unfamiliar with this life-threatening situation, I will include a description of what has happened and is happening in Mr. Gundlah’s own words. Please take a few minutes to learn about a situation that is ongoing and occurring in our state of Florida. My purpose in apprising you of the Gundlah matter is to prevail upon you to intervene to help save a precious human life. Beyond that, Congress needs to take a close look at what abuses are occurring in America’s prison systems, why they are occurring, and what can be done to give American citizens the right to sanity and safety that we’ve granted to Iraqi detainees.

Your prompt response is both anticipated and appreciated.

With holiday greetings,

Sid Kleiner  

12-11-04

Dear Sid,
Thank you for all the work you are doing for Mr. Gundlah.  I just received a letter from him yesterday.  He has been transferred to another unit once again.  He hasn't been receiving 'any' mail.  He thought that I stopped writing to him but since he hadn't received any mail from you, he gave it a second thought.  I have sent him so much mail, like our FDRAG newsletter, paper & envelopes, stamps, cartoons off the net to make him laugh, and articles that I feel he might enjoy reading, but he hasn't received any of it and I haven't received any back.  He doesn't have any of his religious material's and it is bothering him that they tell him his property is lost.  He has material that he needs to fight a pending case and it is due soon.  I am once again off to the post office to see if he gets this letter.  He asked me to please write to him as soon as I received his letter.  I am also going to call the mailroom to see if mail is forwarded from his old cell to his new cell and if they tell me that 'it is' than I sure would like to know why he isn't receiving it.  He has been transferred from 'R' to 'T' and now is in 'U' ...
Thanks for listening.  
Your upcoming trip sounds absolutely wonderful.  Blessings to you and your wife and have fun.                 
Cheyenne
cheysunmoon2004@yahoo.com
 
12-11-04

Hi Sid!
 
Well, at long last I spoke with Charles' mother.  We spoke for about 30 minutes tonight, and of course everything that has been happening to Charles is a complete shock to her.  She was aware of none of it.  
 
I must admit that my gut-instinct tells me she's not completely interested in Charles' plight.  She asked more about who you are and why I'm involved with writing inmates than she asked about the how's and why's of her son's treatment.  Granted, my call was a total shock to her, but still...
 
She kept asking how it could be allowed to happen, etc., and why nothing was being done, but she didn't sound like a shocked and confused mother of an abused young man.  I think had Charles been my son, I would have been flat out on the floor after being told of the abuse he's enduring!  Nevertheless...
 
I gave her Charles' address and asked her to write to him, and she said she would but she doesn't know what to say.  I told her it wouldn't matter what she writes, and suggested that even a brief "I love you" would be much appreciated.  We'll see.
 
She asked for me to send her address to you, Sid.  She'd like for you to write and tell her what's going on.  I also suggested that if she'd write to Charles, he'd also be more than happy to fill her in on what's happening.  
 
(Why do I get the feeling that Charles is 3rd party to her????????)
 
So, per her request, here is her address:  
 
Cecile McCullock
267 Cedar St.
E. Concord, VT  05906
 
I'll fax you his letter, I can't scan from home.
 
I am sending him more envelopes and stamps, and a letter is going out to him tomorrow (Sat.).  I'll let him know I spoke with his mother.  
 
I just hope she reaches out to him.
 
Dianne
12-10-04
Thank you for forwarding the information I shared with you to your staff member. I am leaving the office on December 17th, so I would hope and trust that some remedial action will be underway by that time. This matter has festered long enough. We really need some movement, and we need that movement urgently. I would take great pleasure in contacting the U.S. Justice Department and the FBI to tell them to terminate their investigation of the Gundlah case. But the investigation cannot and will not be terminated unless and until there is some positive movement on the part of Florida’s DOC. I see no improvement as of this moment. The man needs to be taken away from his tormentors. Someone in the DOC should be getting this simple solution initiated before anything more serious occurs.

Thank you for your assistance,

Sid Kleiner
*****************************************************************************************************************************************************
-----Original Message-----
From: abdulwasi.gerald@mail.dc.state.fl.us [mailto:abdulwasi.gerald@mail.dc.state.fl.us]
Sent: Monday, December 06, 2004 6:17 PM
To: skleiner@comcast.net
Subject: RE: FLORIDA DOC INMATE (TRANSFERRED FROM VERMONT) Charles Gundlah, #124520
The information you forwarded to me on last week has been sent to the
Inspector reviewing inmate Gundlah's concerns.  This office intends to
complete a thorough review of his concerns and publish a report.  Once this
is done, you may request a copy of the report. 


December 8th, 2004
Sid Says:

It is all logical and sensible to me at this point.

The IG is not responding when I state that moving Charles elsewhere is the only way that Charles can reveal all without fear of repercussions.

They know by now that I (and we) am not going to disappear. Either they solve the problem or we keep pushing them to solve the problem. If the IG’s upcoming g report is essentially a whitewash, I may have to enlist your aid and support in bringing the truth to the IG’s office. I have a feeling that the IG’s report will say that Charles is fine and nothing further need be done. This has been their “line” up until now.
Happy Hanukkah and Many Thanks!

Sid
BEST OF THE DAY TO YOU,

Sid 


-----Original Message-----
From: SHMU569@aol.com [mailto:SHMU569@aol.com]
Sent: Tuesday, December 07, 2004 8:18 PM
To: skleiner@comcast.net
Cc: kencole@erols.com
Subject: Re: CHARLES GUNDLAH CASE
Sid: The IG's arm is really not too far away from Docs and they do not like to bring the seriousness out unless forced by political action or the governor. In this case, all you have to do is make sure that in your follow up letter to the boss, you spell out that he is afraid to talk, that he should have been moved and not moving him while the investigation is going on is a flaw in the system and seems to be some kind of cover up.
You need also to stress that your not going away and that you are now in touch with me, Rabbi Shmuel Spritzer from the Lubavitch movement (don't worry he knows me) and that I have connections to the big wigs, in FL and in WA. 
The point of this entire matter is that this could've happened to anyone. Furthermore, it IS happening to some that I have stepped in and sorted it out. Unfortunately some guards act like goons and if not placed in line, become the new way of thinking and bring the entire house down.
I'll be happy to call the warden if the need arises in the future. I think at this point you are in good hands, if he acts. Otherwise we may have to move this to the governor's office.
A Happy Chanukah,
RSS   
-----Original Message-----
From: abdulwasi.gerald@mail.dc.state.fl.us [mailto:abdulwasi.gerald@mail.dc.state.fl.us]
Sent: Monday, December 06, 2004 6:17 PM
To: skleiner@comcast.net
Subject: RE: FLORIDA DOC INMATE (TRANSFERRED FROM VERMONT) Charles Gundlah, #124520
abdulwasi.gerald@mail.dc.state.fl.us
The information you forwarded to me on last week has been sent to the
Inspector reviewing inmate Gundlah's concerns.  This office intends to
complete a thorough review of his concerns and publish a report.  Once this
is done, you may request a copy of the report. 

-----Original Message-----
From: Sid Kleiner [mailto:skleiner@comcast.net]
Sent: Monday, December 06, 2004 3:32 PM
To: Lamson, Jerri
Cc: Secretary@mail.dc.state.fl.us; AbdulWasi.Gerald@mail.dc.state.fl.us;
complaints@mail.dc.state.fl.us
Subject: RE: FLORIDA DOC INMATE (TRANSFERRED FROM VERMONT) Charles Gundlah,
#124520
December 7th, 2004

Dear Inspector General Abdul-Wasi,

Thank you for the update. Please let me know as soon as the report is ready for distribution as I do wish to study the findings of your staff members.

As I have related in past writings, Charles Gundlah is under threat of bodily harm if he tells your staff members all that needs to be revealed. Since the FBI spent 1½ hours with Charles there have been ominous hints from UCI’s staff members. Now, more than ever, Gundlah needs to be moved elsewhere. He is perceived as a snitch by staff, and no prisoner can escape their wrath once this label has been affixed to a prisoner’s name. I can understand their anger, but I can also comprehend that Charles lives in a constant state of panic. Frankly, I feel that moving Charles Gundlah will cool things down with the FBI and the US Justice Department, and we can all get on with our lives. All of this complaint-filing would have been avoided had the DOC acknowledged that this man was being abused and the abuse appears to be ongoing. But that is in the past and we seek to remedy today’s issues and problems.

Charles Gundlah is presently housed in some sort of mental health unit. He was told in so many words that he’d better accept the treatment program or there’d be more problems. It would be interesting to find out who determined his need to lose soap, bathing, shaving, personal files and other privileges due to his mental condition. Just who makes these decisions and what are the decisions based upon? With chronic back and leg problems, Charles would appear to need physical therapy, which I understand he has not gotten. Why the rush to mental health treatment? Could it be that all of the abuses of the past can be attributed to staff having to deal with a person who is out of his mind?

Please tell me, my friend, why can’t the Florida or Vermont DOC move this man to a safer and saner environment?  Just what brings about this chronic stubbornness? Then too, because of his present housing status, Charles will be missing important court deadlines, and his efforts at obtaining legal recourse will have been thwarted by staff. I sense some heavy-duty retribution is operative in this case. 

A European documentary film crew has been in the Raiford-Starke area, seeking out and revealing the injustices in America’s justice system. The actions of those entrusted with the care and feeding of Florida’s offenders is now going to be under the intense scrutiny of the international spotlight. Why not show these investigative reporters that Florida does have a heart, a soul, and compassion? Why must we accentuate the negatives and give our fair state a bad rap? Enough is enough. The time for action and resolution is this very moment.

Thank you for doing what is just, fair and right,

Sid Kleiner   

December 7th, 2004

Sid:
I had a follow up conversation with Warden Whitehurst again. He is the warden of this facility (Union). In any case, he explained that the case was with the Inspector General's office and when a case is there, he has nothing to say till they get back to him with their recommendations. He also told me that this inspector was working out of Tallahassee, making it harder for anyone to influence him, which he felt was better for the inmate. He promised me that he will continue to monitor the situation, not allowing it to get out of hand. He invited me to call whenever I need to.

Now let me explain to you Sid, that there are two issues, which you are mixing up and it therefore brings no response from political people. First and foremost there is the issue of foul play, in which an inmate may be mistreated in a big way, which should bring immediate results (investigations and even transfers) so that this doesn't continue to happen.

Then there is the issue of transferring him back to Vermont, where you seem to think it will be better for him. A transfer has to be worked through the classification of the Docs and personally I am not sure Vermont is better then FL. I have seen terrible abuses taking place in Vermont too, and as I watch the copies of your letters coming to me, I am reminded that I too contacted at one time the civil rights branch in Vermont and the head in those days was even Jewish. 

But whatever the case, abuses have to stop at once and this is what you should be concentrating on, first and foremost. It may be a good idea to find out the name of the inspector that saw him and to write a letter to the inspector, thus putting him on notice that the outside community is aware of what is happening. But he (the head inspector) already is aware of your involvement, as you have spoken to him on the phone.

You may want to call him again and tell him that after his inspector saw the inmate, the staff at the prison acted in the most cruel way and you ask him for his advice in the matter.

Regarding Rudick, I never thought for a moment that he was normal, if you would only see the letters he sends. But not being normal means to be mistreated? 
RSS
December 6th, 2004

Peace Be Yours This Day, Jerri!

Thanks for the response and thanks for forwarding my e-mail to a branch of Vermont government that has some jurisdiction in this type of situation. 

Sadly, the branch of government you refer to has been fully apprised of the allegations of physical and psychological abuse administered to Mr. Gundlah. And even more sadly, I see virtually nothing being done to move Charles to a safe and sane environment.
A European film production company is in the USA interviewing former corrections officers about penal practices and abuses in this nation. Believe me when I tell you that Abu Grahib was a Sunday school picnic compared to what has been done to American citizens in American penal facilities. Why are we choosing to ignore our own “dirty linen” and remain silent? How many must be injured and how many must die before we finally decide to “come clean” and do a better job of policing those who are sworn to enforce the rules and uphold the law in America’s corrections facilities?

What I am really saying, Jerri, is that we aren’t really humane and compassionate when the lives of our own citizens are being threatened. Further, why hasn’t the Vermont Prisoners’ Rights Office made an effort to right the wrongs that have been reported to them on numerous occasions? Your legislators remain equally silent. Frankly, I am appalled at what has transpired thus far. How much documentation do we need? When is the pain Gundlah has suffered sufficient to cease this madness? Why did we have to involve the FBI in a matter that could have and should have been resolved without delay? The only reason the U.S. Justice Department is on this case is because of the failure of lower-echelon officials to bring about a resolution of the stated issues in a reasonable amount of time.

Yes, my friend, I am bewildered, angry and frustrated. But I shall not give up until the responsible parties have assumed their appropriate roles and moved Charles Gundlah to a safe and sane environment. Is that asking a lot? I really don’t think so.     
BEST OF THE DAY TO YOU,

Sid 


Chaplain Clyatt’s phone number---switchboard: 386-431-2000

Secretary@mail.dc.state.fl.us

AbdulWasi.Gerald@mail.dc.state.fl.us

complaints@mail.dc.state.fl.us
12-02-04

Sid:
I spoke to the warden (his name is not Warden Decker, he is new since April here, I have his name in the office and am writing from home). He said he was going to look into it immediately, by sending one of his inspectors over and would get back to me. He would have gone himself, but was off to a meeting.

He did call me back later, only I wasn't in so I do not yet have a report from him. In my conversation, I mentioned both inmates, Charles Gundlah and Arthur Rudick. I only spoke about the outrageous acts that were taking place at the facility. I did not mention a word about a transfer. 

Regarding Rudick, he mentioned to me that he met with him personally a few weeks back. For some strange reason, he was eating some, and throwing the rest in the flush of the bathroom, the kosher food he was getting. 

Maybe you should write to Rudick and ask him if he was in fact throwing part of his kosher meals into the bathroom. and why?

I guess when I have more news, I will write you again.
RSS 

 
This does appear to be progress. I was just recently advised that Rudick is mentally unstable. Rudick is on record as doing irrational things, even when people try to genuinely assist him! I was told not to take his protestations as being literal and accurate. I will continue to serve his spiritual needs, but my advocating efforts in his behalf will be very limited.

Thanks for your valued participation on resolving the Gundlah matter. Please keep me updated.

Best wishes,

Sid 

Hi Sid..
I haven't been doing much writing as I have problems at home and little time.
I did hear from Charlie and will try to reply at the weekend..he said he would probably
have moved by the time i got his letter.
I have made him a webpage..for what it's worth.
http://www.geocities.com/vladd77/GUNDLAH_PrisonAbuse.html
The petition is so slow..I am very disgusted! BUT that's the way 'activists' work..I guess.
One can but try.
Please send Charlie my best..!
I would also be grateful if you would send e-mails to me at vladd77@yahoo.com. 
My telia address gets so packed with mostly junk and i'm afraid of a crash.
thanks and stay well..
Shalom..Ann
December 1st, 2004

Charles Gundlah, #124520

U-2103

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000
A Peaceful, Stress-Free Day To You, My Good Friend!

I am happy to report that I devoted hours to your situation today, Charles. I gladly do this because you are a good person and you deserve a better deal than what you have been getting.

To make a long, challenging day brief, I have e-mailed important leaders in Florida and Vermont about your plight. I am practically begging that you be rescued from harm’s way. If I were suffering your plight, I would hope and pray that someone would come forth and do the same for me.

As a matter of fact, yes, someone did do something similar for me. I was placed in Alaska’s ski troop regiment during the Korean War. We carried 80-pound rucksacks on our backs and trudged through deep snow under the strain of all that weight. I ended up in the hospital as I had told the Army I suffered from a back injury---weeks before they accepted me as being fit to serve in the military. They were going to send me right back into that ski troop outfit after I was able to walk upright once again---they told me so. My dear father (of blessed memory!) intervened by contacting Congressman Peter Rodino (NJ). Rodino contacted the Department of the Army and I was transferred into the 59th Engineers Construction Company and given a desk job for the balance of my military service. Had I remained in the Infantry, I might have been a cripple by now! Surely, we depend on friends and loved ones for a rescue in our time of need.

To be continued,

Sid

I attached Gundlah’s “envelope letter” received 11-26-04

December 1st, 2004
Dear Friends,

Either Charles Gundlah has an overactive imagination or there’s a hint of hanky-panky going on in the inner workings of UCI!

Please take a few minutes to read Charles’ account of what happened as he was transferred into some sort of “WING FOR THE WACKY” cell. How would you like to be placed in his position? I would be crying for help if this happened to me!

The time has come to right the wrongs and place Gundlah in a safe and sane environment. How much more of this insanity can you expect him to handle?

Thanks for doing something immediately,

Sid Kleiner

SKLEINER@COMCAST.NET 
Mr. Kleiner,

Thank you for contacting the Chief Inspector General's Office in reference

to Inmate Charles Gundlah.

After having had the opportunity to review your concerns, we are referring

your complaint to the Inspector General for the Department of Corrections

(DOC) for review and action deemed appropriate.

Should you have any questions, or need additional assistance, please contact

Gerald Abdul-Wasi, Inspector General for DOC, at (850)  488-9265.

Thank you,

Kim Likens

Deputy Director of Investigations

Office of the Chief Inspector General

>  -----Original Message-----

> From: 
Sid Kleiner [mailto:skleiner@comcast.net] 

> Sent:
Tuesday, November 30, 2004 3:11 PM

> To:
human.rights@hrc.state.vt.us; unionci@mail.dc.state.fl.us;

> macm@doc.state.vt.us; janicer@doc.state.vt.us; sgold@doc.state.vt.us;

> jeb.bush@myflorida.com; CHAPLAIN ALEX TAYLOR; Fl_govig@eog.state.FL.US;

> dlawton@defgen.state.vt.us; koddy@doc.state.vt.us;

> jkennedy@doc.state.vt.us; Bernie@mail.house.gov;

> Senator_leahy@leahy.senate.gov; kenk@aja.org;

> stephens.douglas@mail.dc.state.fl.us; roberts.ernetta@MAIL.DC.STATE.FL.US

> Subject:
IN THE SPIRIT OF THE UPCOMING HOLIDAYS, WILL WE ACT WITH

> CONCERN AND COMPASSION?

> [image: image8.wmf]
SID KLEINER, President & Programs Coordinator

BETH TIKVAH JEWISH PRISONER OUTREACH

AN OUTREACH/ADVOCACY AGENCY FOR JEWISH PRISONERS AND THEIR FAMILIES

10188 WINTER VIEW DRIVE

NAPLES, FL  34109-1520

PHONE: 239-591-2649, FAX: 239-566-7702-E-MAIL:SKLEINER@COMCAST.NET

An IRS-Approved, Not-For-Profit Corporation

December 1st, 2004

Secretary@mail.dc.state.fl.us

AbdulWasi.Gerald@mail.dc.state.fl.us

complaints@mail.dc.state.fl.us
jeb.bush@myflorida.com
sgold@doc.state.vt.us
unionci@mail.dc.state.fl.us
cheysunmoon2004@yahoo.com

wandavaldes@webtv.net
RE: Charles Gundlah, #124520

R1210

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000

Kim Likens, fl_govig@eog.state.fl.us
Deputy Director of Investigations

Office of the Chief Inspector General
Dear Friend,

Please accept my apologies for not making things explicitly clear. The DOC’s Inspector General, Mr. Abdul-Wasi and I have already discussed this situation. Thus, handing the matter over to his office can only result in the series of obstacles and frustrations we have endured in the past. Mr. Abdul-Wasi’s deputies have not been able to obtain the requisite facts because Charles Gundlah lives under threat of bodily harm if he spoke freely with the inspectors. Intimidation in a prison setting is like hinting one has a nuclear suitcase bomb out here in the real world. Besides, the inspectors who did visit Gundlah made hints and promises and nothing positive ever came of these discussions. Gundlah reports that one inspector was downright rude, and another promised to return his documents and has never kept that promise. I’m sure that the inmate will suffer the blame for staff inadequacies, but that’s a way of life for those who endure the prison setting.

Since the FBI and the US Justice Department are now involved in this matter, it behooves us to resolve the issues at hand and close the book on this case. This can be easily accomplished by simply moving Gundlah to a saner, safer environment. His captors have clearly stated that they can “get him” wherever he goes in Florida. This being the case (and I know that their words of intimidation have a certain ring of authenticity to them!), there must be a place for Gundlah back in Vermont, in the federal system, or in some other state. 

To sustain the status quo smacks of cruel and unusual punishment. To proclaim that this is all the result of an overactive imagination or the connivances of a cunning convict is patently ludicrous. Please, everyone involved, do the right thing and take this man out of harm’s way. This is the season of “good will.” Allowing a fellow human being to be subjected to unnecessary and undeserved abuse hardly conforms to Judeo-Christian-Muslim ethics, morals and standards. I pray that right prevails and prevails without further delay. 

Thanks and Best Wishes,

Sid Kleiner

> 
[image: image9.wmf]
SID KLEINER, President & Programs Coordinator

BETH TIKVAH JEWISH PRISONER OUTREACH

AN OUTREACH/ADVOCACY AGENCY FOR JEWISH PRISONERS AND THEIR FAMILIES

10188 WINTER VIEW DRIVE

NAPLES, FL  34109-1520

PHONE: 239-591-2649, FAX: 239-566-7702-E-MAIL:SKLEINER@COMCAST.NET

An IRS-Approved, Not-For-Profit Corporation

December 1st, 2004

Secretary@mail.dc.state.fl.us

AbdulWasi.Gerald@mail.dc.state.fl.us

complaints@mail.dc.state.fl.us
jeb.bush@myflorida.com
sgold@doc.state.vt.us
unionci@mail.dc.state.fl.us
cheysunmoon2004@yahoo.com

wandavaldes@webtv.net
RE: Charles Gundlah, #124520

R1210

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000
Dear Fellow, Compassionate and Concerned Human Beings,

I am bewildered and baffled by the events that continue to unfold at Union Correctional Institution!

Mr. Gundlah is confined in some sort of mental health unit when what is really needed is a complete detachment from those who allegedly abuse, harass and abuse him. To elucidate, I share the words of one who corresponds on a regular basis with Mr. Gundlah. These remarks are summarized from a nine-page letter:

“…he was having the FBI go to investigate Charlie's claim of Civil Rights Abuse.  Apparently the FBI went to see him.  A woman named Eileen? and a man named Sandy McDonald, both from Jacksonville Dept (FBI) .  Their interrogation was stressful to say the least and Mr. McDonald did everything he could to (badger) break Charlie down.  (I feel they treated him inhumanely!)
 

After the interview Sgt Varnes, as he was wheeling Charlie back to his room asked Charlie how did it go??  Charlie stayed quiet even when Sgt. Varnes told Charlie that the Captain tore up the whole incident report that was turned into him!!  Or so Sgt. Varnes said!  
 

Shortly after he was returned to his cell, two officers came back for him with restraints and moved him over to "T-unit" (which Charlie thought was going to be a physical therapy unit, but was not.
 

He said he was stripped nude and left in a cell with a mattress and no toilet paper or soap and he was freezing cold.  When they finally gave him clothes, the pants were a size 4x. He was given a 6x shirt and two right foot shoes!!  He was told by other guys (from yelling back and forth) that there was no physical therapy in that unit and that the unit was called "The Bug House.".  
 

He is eating from a styrofoam tray and has to tear off a corner of the tray to use as a spoon.  When he wrote to me, he hadn't bathed in five days.  Now what kind of jail system is this that they are able to hire these sadistic people to take care of the men housed with medical and mental problems?  What are they doing to the men that can't defend themselves?  I can't imagine. 
 
I can go on and on because OMG, his letter was 9-pages long, and I could hear the despair as I read!!!   Something has to be done because they are trying to make him suicidal.  Either that or they are really getting some sadistic kicks out of torturing him.  
 

He doesn't have anyone’s address because they have not given him his property yet.  If they are even going to eventually return his property, one can only wonder???”

Just what is REALLY going on at Union Correctional Institution? Is Mr. Gundlah insane or has insanity infested the compound in a rather endemic manner? How disturbed the world was when our MP’s mistreated a handful of Iraqi prisoners at Abu Grahib. Why are we not outraged at the allegations that continue to pour forth from allegedly abused prisoners? If being abusive is the “nature of things” at Union C.I., why not move this non-violent inmate to a safer and saner venue? Is Gundlah out of his mind or is he just being driven into a state of anxiety and panic? Who determined that he needs to be housed in the “Cuckoo Nest?” Is there clinical justification for taking away his clothing, property and bathing privileges? How can a non-violent man be treated so abusively? And how come there isn’t even a slight hint that a humanitarian transfer is in the offing? Two rapes, 15-person beatings, loss of dignity as well as personal property and clothing---when and where is the point when the abuse ends and the expert care you are capable of rendering gets underway? 

Dozens of concerned human beings are praying for Charles Gundlah. He requests our prayers. And this writer prays that compassion, concern, dignity and sanity will prevail. Please move Charles Gundlah out of harm’s way. Please make this truly a season of concern for our fellow human beings. Let good will and rationality prevail during this darkest month of the year. There is a beam of hope in all of this darkness---and you have the opportunity to save a life that our respective faiths tell us we should do!

Thank you ever so much for making the right things happen,

Sid Kleiner  

 

Please take immediate action to save a precious human life. I am here to answer questions and render assistance.

In deepest appreciation,

Sid Kleiner

SKLEINER@COMCAST.NET
Sid, a distressing letter from Charles. kl
 

From: Loretta Gonzales 

To: KayLee ; FDRAG 

Cc: wandavaldes@webtv.net 

Sent: Wednesday, December 01, 2004 12:16 AM

Subject: Charles Gundlah

Dear Kay,
I have been keeping an ongoing correspondence with Charles Gundlah.  I need you to please contact Sid Kliener or forward a copy of this to him please.
 

Yesterday I received a letter that was very disturbing from Charlie.  He has been moved to a cell in what he says is for men that have very bad psyche problems 'which the men call the Bug Unit'.    They are treating him very, very badly at this time.  I am worried about him and feel very helpless.  
 

Charlie said that he got a letter from the US Dept of Justice in Washington D.C.  A Mr. Albert N. Moskowitz in the Civil rights Division's Criminal section wrote to him telling him he was having the FBI go to investigate Charlie's claim of Civil Rights Abuse.  Apparently the FBI went to see him.  A woman named Eileen? and a man named Sandy McDonald, both from Jacksonville Dept.  Their interogation was stressful to say the least and Mr. McDonald did everything he could to (badger) break Charlie down.  (I feel they treated him inhumanely!!!
 

After the interview Sgt Varnes, as he was wheeling Charlie back to his room asked Charlie how did it go??  Charlie stayed quiet even when Sgt. Varnes told Charlie that the Captain tore up the whole incident report that was turned into him!!  or so Sgt. Varnes said!  
 

Shortly after he was returned to his cell, two officers came back for him with restraints and moved him over to "T-unit" (which Charlie thought was going to be a physical therapy unit, but was not.
 

He said he was stripped nude and left in a cell with a mattress and no toilet paper or soap and he was freezing cold.  When they finally gave him clothes; the pants were a size 4x, he was given a 6x shirt and two right foot shoes!!  He was told by other guys (from yelling back and forth) that there was no physical therapy in that unit and that the unit was called "The Bug House" .....  
 

He is eating from a styrofoam tray and has to tear off a corner of the tray to use as a spoon.  When he wrote to me, he hadn't bathed in five days.  Now what kind of jail system is this that they are able to hire these sadistic people to take care of the men housed with medical and mental problems.  What are they doing to the men that can't defend themselves?  I can't imagine. 
 
I can go on and on because OMG, his letter was nine pages long and I could hear the despare as I read!!!   Something has to be done because they are trying to make him suicidal.  Either that or they are really getting some sadistic kicks out of torchering him.  
 

He doesn't have anyones address because they have not given him his property yet.  If they are even going to eventually return his property, one can only wonder???
 

Please do what you can, as I feel helpless !!  He does say in the letter that he has written to his friend Sid and he would like a letter sent to Mr. Mosckowitz' Civil Rights Division asking to consider a more thorough investigation.  He has memorized 'Sid's' address and remembered my address.
 

I will put some stamps, paper and envelopes in the mail to him so that he can write.  If anyone needs more info out of his letter, please contact me:  cheysunmoon2004@yahoo.com
 

Thank you for your patience and help for Charlie..
 

Blessings,
Cheyenne
November 30th, 2004

Charles Gundlah, #124520

R1210

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000
Shalom and all the best to you, Charles,

I fear that I have more letters from you piling up here than I shall ever be able to answer!

Anyhow, a large envelope that I’d sent to you was returned today. Reason: there’s a limit of just five sheets per envelope. I knew that rule, but because of the legal nature of this mail I thought it just might get through---but it didn’t. Consequently, there are 4 envelopes (5 sheets in each envelope) headed your way in the next mail pickup. This is in accordance with the rules so those 20 double-sided sheets should “fly” without difficulty. 

Next Item: Word came my way that you didn’t come into the system as one who was Jewish. In fact, the report indicated that you’d switched your declared faith several times. This is not an issue with me, Charles. But when trying to get a rabbi to visit with you, it can be a rather sticky matter. Checking your database form, you declare a Jewish mother and a Jewish father. Is this accurate, or should we modify our records? If it is correct, we stand a better chance of obtaining clergy visits for you. Everyone’s overworked, so our clergy people have to prioritize and concentrate on those who are Halachically Jewish. I have always perceived you as being Halachically Jewish. Please correct me if this is a misperception. Whatever your response, it will not, in any way, affect the effort I am expending in your behalf.

We head for the high seas in a couple of weeks so the pressure to get things done and move matters along is mounting. Let’s keep moving forward. 

In faith, love, peace and trust,

Sid

[image: image10.wmf]
SID KLEINER, President & Programs Coordinator
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roberts.ernetta@MAIL.DC.STATE.FL.US
stephens.douglas@mail.dc.state.fl.us
kenk@aja.org
Senator_leahy@leahy.senate.gov
Bernie@mail.house.gov
jkennedy@doc.state.vt.us
koddy@doc.state.vt.us
dlawton@defgen.state.vt.us
Fl_govig@eog.state.
fl.us
jeb.bush@myflorida.com

sgold@doc.state.vt.us
janicer@doc.state.vt.us
macm@doc.state.vt.us
unionci@mail.dc.state.fl.us
human.rights@hrc.state.vt.us
Human Rights Commission
135 State Street, Drawer 33
Montpelier, Vermont 05633-6301
RE: Charles Gundlah, #124520

R1210

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000
Dear Fellow, Compassionate and Concerned Human Beings,

No long letter today.

Rather, I shall let the latest letter from Charles Gundlah speak for itself. Read Charles’ words and give them some thought.

Surely, common sense, human compassion, and logic would deem that a transfer is very much in order.

Please take immediate action to save a precious human life. I am here to answer questions and render assistance.

In deepest appreciation,

Sid Kleiner

SKLEINER@COMCAST.NET

[image: image11.wmf]
SID 

November 25th, 2004

email: human.rights@hrc.state.vt.us
RE: Charles Gundlah, #124520

R1210

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000
Human Rights Commission
135 State Street, Drawer 33
Montpelier, Vermont 05633-6301
 
email: human.rights@hrc.state.vt.us
Dear Friends:

Charles Gundlah is a citizen of Vermont. Charles Gundlah has faced relentless physical and psychological abuse since being transferred from Vermont to Florida. He has already filed documents with the Department of Justice, an FBI investigation has been ordered, and he has a civil rights law suite on file against the Florida Department of Corrections.

Unfortunately, inmates who choose to speak out against the system and its wrongdoers are typically subjected to further harassment and abuse. And that is what appears to be occurring in this instance. Whistleblowers are rarely the darlings of any strata of society.

Death threats have been made against Charles Gundlah by named staff members. Up to fifteen officers have entered his room and allegedly beaten him. He has been raped twice since entering the Florida corrections system.

Are we waiting for Gundlah’s death before we conclude that he needs to be transferred? 

My friends, something is radically wrong with the way this situation has been allowed to continue to deteriorate. I beg for your committed involvement to stop this ugly, ongoing abuse of a human being who is paying sufficient penalties for his transgressions.

Charles Gundlah needs to be moved to a safe environment. Promptly. Please. Thank you. 

In deepest appreciation,

Sid Kleiner

 

Dear Mr. Kleiner,
Our division of the Attorney General's office investigates complaints of employment discrimination, I am forwarding your email
to the Vermont Human Rights Commission. Their contact info is as follows:
 

 website:http://www.hrc.state.vt.us/
address:
Human Rights Commission
135 State Street, Drawer 33
Montpelier, Vermont 05633-6301
 
email: human.rights@hrc.state.vt.us
 

Phone:
(800) 416-2010 Voice/TTY
(802) 828-2480 Voice/TTY
(802) 828-2481 Facsimile 

 

I hope this is helpful.
Emma Cobb 
Administrative Assistant 
Civil Rights Office 
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November 25th, 2004
infor@mainecouncilofchurches.org
roberts.ernetta@MAIL.DC.STATE.FL.US
stephens.douglas@mail.dc.state.fl.us

Governor Bush asked me to thank you for your e-mail and address your concerns.  Please be advised that the Inspector Generals Office will be apprised of your concerns for appropriate review and handling. 
 
Thank you again for writing. 
 
Ernetta P. Roberts
Liaison for Governor's Correspondence

RE: Charles Gundlah, #124520

R1210

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000
G’ Day, Ms. Roberts,

Thank you for contacting me in behalf of Gov. Bush. And thanks for referring this matter to the Inspector General.

The Department of Corrections’ Inspector General’s office has been in touch with me and they have made an effort to uncover what is happening to Mr. Gundlah.

The unfortunate truth is that Charles Gundlah wasn’t able to reveal the truth because he was under a death threat from named officers at Union Correctional Institution. The unfortunate truth is that the harassment of Charles Gundlah continues unabated. 

The unfortunate truth is that Gundlah’s home state of Vermont seems to be distancing itself from a grave, inhumane situation confronting one of its citizens.

How could we be so concerned about the maltreatment of some Iraqi thugs housed at Abu Grahib and yet remain indifferent to the heavy-handed alleged abuse of one of our own citizens? My friend, I cannot understand why Mr. Gundlah isn’t simply transferred to a safer, less-hostile environment. Why the reluctance to move someone who is obviously living in a state of unrelenting anxiety? I simply don’t “get it!”

Please restore some sanity and humanity to this situation and get this man moved to a less-hostile environment.

Thanks and best wishes,

Sid Kleiner
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Baruch Hashem

6th Kislev, 5765

November 19th, 2004

Charles Gundlah, #124520

R1210

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000
Shalom and all the best to you, Charles,

The enclosed letter I just sent to Gov. Douglas should be self-explanatory. What it doesn’t show is that copies of this letter went to several high officials in Florida and Vermont. I realize that we’re both getting to the point of utter frustration and desperation. One doesn’t appreciate sending important mail to a multitude of sources and never receiving a response.

I acknowledge your comments about Ray Flum. You felt I was being overly kind in the way I directed my remarks to him. I didn’t forget your earlier, ugly revelations about this man. However, I have learned that courtesy is a worthwhile attribute. One can accomplish more with kindness and dignity than with searing, vitriolic remarks.

Thanks for that beautiful peace design that you had Cheyenne put together for you. Thanks, too, for your much-appreciated and kind remarks about Sid & Trudy Kleiner. And, yes, I will call upon all the special souls in our personal orbit to pray for your imminent transfer. As disappointed as I am with the lack of results in obtaining your transfer, I am not inclined to surrender and give up the fight. We will stay on course until we have achieved our objectives.

Forgive me for some of the remarks I made in my memo to Ray Flum. There were things that needed to be stated so that Mr. Flum couldn’t come back to me with remarks relating to the subject at hand. I wanted him to know that this issue had already been contemplated. There are things you must say at times that you’d rather leave unwritten or unsaid. I have years of experience along these lines and I have a fairly good handle on the communications aspects of this situation. Anyhow, Charles, let’s see what transpires over the next few days.

With prayers for your safety and your transfer,  

Sid

SID KLEINER, President & Programs Coordinator

BETH TIKVAH JEWISH PRISONER OUTREACH

10188 WINTER VIEW DRIVE

NAPLES, FL  34109-1520

PHONE: 239-591-2649, FAX: 239-566-7702-E-MAIL:SKLEINER@COMCAST.NET

November 19th, 2004

Honorable Jim Douglas, Governor

State of Vermont

109 State Street, Pavilion
Montpelier, VT 05609-0101

RE: Vermont citizen, Charles Gundlah, #124520

R1210

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000

Dear Governor Douglas,

Something’s not right in this situation. I have apprised you and various members of your legislature that there are serious allegations concerning the abuse of Charles Gundlah, a Vermont citizen being housed in Florida, and I cannot see a single sign of measurable progress in righting the apparent and ongoing wrongs that prevail.

I receive a steady flow of mail from Charles Gundlah, advising that death threats against him have been made, that the potential for bodily harm appears to be very real to him, and on and on it goes. I have written Ray Flum about these ongoing and disturbing reports and Mr. Flum doesn’t seem to perceive that anything’s wrong down here. 

I have now received similar reports from a prisoner housed in the same unit who doesn’t even know Charles Gundlah! Are these people having nearly identical nightmares? Or is something nasty really going on in that compound? 

My friend, we need to get to the truth in this potentially lethal issue. We have been spinning our wheels for weeks. Doesn’t anyone care enough to speak with Charles Gundlah and get the facts from the one who advises that he has been abused by as many as fifteen officers?  I cannot make accusations of a cover-up, as I do not have any proof that such is the case. But I do have names, dates and places that evoke major concern on my behalf. Inmate Frank Valdes was killed at a nearby compound. This is reality and this is cause for high-echelon involvement in determining the facts and taking appropriate action.

Please, please, please don’t pass the buck. Get the facts and save a fellow human being from harm!

My sincerest thanks and appreciation,

Sid Kleiner

November 12th, 2004

Maine Council of Churches

infor@mainecouncilofchurches.org
19 Pleasant Avenue

Portland, Maine 04103

Att: Tom Ewell, Executive Director

G’Day to You, Friend Tom Ewell!

I have been receiving and reading your newsletter for several years. I commend you and your organization for your interest in restorative justice and issues that impact prisoners and their families.

My purpose in contacting you today is to apprise you of the ongoing alleged abuse of a Vermont citizen who was transferred to Florida’s corrections system. Further, your affiliated churches and their congregations can assist in saving a life by going to our petition site and signing the on-line petition. Surely, not everyone will agree with what we are trying to accomplish. However, all we ask is that your affiliates read what has been written and then decide whether or not they desire to lend a supportive hand to this very simple request to move a man to a safer, saner environment.

I offer my deepest gratitude to all of you for considering aiding the plight of a young man who lives his life in a constant state of apprehension, fear and anxiety.

With sincere thanks and best wishes,

Sid Kleiner
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November 12th , 2004
Ken Kerle, Managing Editor

American Jails-American Jail Association

1135 Professional Court

Hagerstown, MD 21740-5853

301-790-3930, ext: 22         kenk@aja.org
Dear Dr. Kerle,

The title of your article in the September/October edition of “American Jails” was a real attention-grabber for this writer! Specifically, the article on page 35 is entitled, “Inmates as Victims of Crime-Part I” brings to mind the case of Florida state prisoner, Charles Ghundlah.

Rather than make this a lengthy letter, I will include some background information concerning Charles’ plight. The message here (to me, anyhow) is that things can go awry and get out of control in our corrections facilities---and they do.

Your thoughts and comments will be most appreciated.

With best wishes,

Sid Kleiner
November 10th, 2004

Charles Gundlah, #124520

R1210

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000

Shalom and all the best to you, Charles,

I have been backed up to the hilt down here as of late and seem to have difficulty even getting to priority matters.

Anyhow, I am enclosing a copy of a letter I just mailed to Ray Flum. Copies have been already sent to senators, representatives, governors, inspector generals, etc. The laid back, apathetic attitude that results from these mailings really astounds me! Especially because there was such an uproar over what happened to the rogues they had in custody in Iraq.

Flum mailed me a bunch of photocopies that tended to substantiate his position that the case is closed for lack of credible evidence. You will not be moved until they’re convinced that your allegations are valid and substantive. I purposely mentioned an FBI investigation because I wanted to show the prisoncrats that you are serious about all of this---and so am I! They usually abhor investigations for fear of what other worms will be uncovered in the woodwork. Apparently, these folks have no fear concerning your resoluteness and quest for justice. They believe that nothing unusual has happened to you and will testify to that belief in a court of law. Now, if you had some willing witnesses……..

What can I say or write, Charles? We will continue to try our utmost to bring about your move to a less-threatening environment. Someone just might respond and do the right thing. Importantly, we cannot surrender if our cause is valid and just!

Prayers, good thoughts, and much hope,

Sid

November 10th, 2004

Ray Flum, Director of Classifications

Vermont Department of Corrections-Out-of-State Unit

1229 Portland Street, Suite 101

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

Re: Charles Gundlah, #124520

R1210

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000

Dear Mr. Flum:

I am in receipt of copies of an assortment of letters sent by you to Charles Gundlah and to me. There is also a copy of a letter from your “Chief of Health Services” and E.A. Sobach, Inspector Supervisor, Florida Department of Corrections. The thread that links much of this mail together is your stipulations that Charles Gundlah lacks supportive evidence as respects his ongoing claims of physical and psychological abuse by employees of Florida’s Department of Corrections. You hasten to remind all of us that Mr. Gundlah has declared to representatives of the Inspector General’s office that he has not been physically harmed. I will explain the reason for this later in this missive. 

Those are the stipulations made by you, your colleagues, and Florida’s DOC staff. Now let’s peel back the veneer that makes everyone and everything look so perfect and examine some of the awesome, painful realities that are operative here.

1. Mr. Gundlah, at personal risk to his own survival, has turned this matter over to the U.S. Justice Department. I have a letter here that indicates that an FBI investigation of Gundlah’s allegations will be conducted. If violations can be validated, the Justice Department will take remedial action. Either Gundlah is suffering from delusions and vivid nightmares or something very ominous and serious is occurring at Union Correctional Institution.

2. Gundlah is taking the DOC to court because of one of two rapes that he alleges took place while he was in DOC custody. The presiding judge has accepted the case for trial. Apparently, the information provided wasn’t imaginary or frivolous in the eyes and mind of the judge. 

3. Now, I shall quote the actual words of inmate Charles H. Gundlah:

“ In August 2004, Lt. Draack and Sgt. Varnes threatened to use physical force on me without my provoking them. The force threatened was death by having my brains kicked out of my head. These men were serious. Lt. Draack told me that the sergeant (Varnes) would say that I tried to kick him and to change my mind about psyche emergency. 

“Following that, one day in September 2004, Sgt. Varnes was walking down R-wing corridor. I was in my room in a wheelchair, looking out of the door chute window. He leaned down and looked at me threateningly and said, ‘Get off the door, Gundlah!’

“Today, November 1st 2004, he was walking past with the fire marshals. I was looking out the door and he said, ‘Get off the door, Gundlah. Just get back in there on your bunk. I am sick and tired of being intimidated by staff here. They’ve beaten me, mistreated me, and are intimidating me with non-verbalized threats---even verbalized threats have been used in the past. …if you don’t have me moved they will abuse me further.”

My friend, until recently I was speculating about the status of Charles’ mental health. But just days ago, I received mail from a UCI inmate who doesn’t even know Charles Gundlah exists. This is at least the second time that he alleges abuse and physical attacks by corrections officers at this facility. Arthur’s letters tend to corroborate much of what Charles Gundlah has alleged. You advise Gundlah that, lacking more substantive evidence, he will have to remain in what appears to be an intimidating, psychologically and physically abusive environment. You have been involved in this profession for quite a few years, so I doubt that you are unknowledgeable or naïve. When Gundlah told investigators that he wasn’t being abused it wasn’t amnesia or a matter of refuting earlier allegations. Rather, it was a case of apparent intimidation. Under threat of a lethal beating, Gundlah indicated to the inspectors that he wasn’t being harmed. The man is living in a perpetual state of fear, intimidation and anxiety. This is not what “corrections” is supposed to be about. Gundlah is intelligent, articulate and remorseful. He is also totally non-violent. 

It may be your choice to ignore the obvious. But it is my fervent hope and prayer that your heart, mind and eyes will open widely and allow what appears to be the truth to prevail. Gundlah needs to be moved to a less-threatening environment. I have hundreds of pages of documentation here that indicates that an abuse situation prevails. Why let the cancer spread when a cure is so obvious and simple?

Thanks and best wishes,

Sid Kleiner        

CC: Vermont@jeffords.senate.gov

Senator_leahy@leahy.senate.gov
Bernie@mail.house.gov
jkennedy@doc.state.vt.us
koddy@doc.state.vt.us
dlawton@defgen.state.vt.us
Fl_govig@eog.state.
fl.us
jeb.bush@myflorida.com

sgold@doc.state.vt.us
janicer@doc.state.vt.us
macm@doc.state.vt.us
unionci@mail.dc.state.fl.us
doretk@sonic.net; tstec@theosociety.org; crnational@criticalresistance.org; ejusa@quixote.org; swop@swop.net; info@westernprisonproject.org; presclear@earthlink.net; pclark@afsc.org; facts1@aol.com; beesther@earthlink.net; ocj@mccus.org; mgbeckman@mailexcite.com; pin@prisonernetwork.com; dpic@deathpenaltyinfo.org; info@justicemercy.org; pastored@iw.net; jbronzoo@aol.com; interfaithpoc@aol.com; aidwyc@on.aibn.com; justicelobby@cs.com; observer@coldreams.com; news@prisonerservices.com; info@prisons.org; webmaster@inmate.com; pln@prisonlegalnews.org; southend@igc.org; justiceseaker@yahoo.com; akpress@akpress.org; paralegalinst@mindspring.com; webmaster@innocencedenied.com

04th November, 2004

Charles Gundlah, #124520

R1210

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000

Shalom & G’ Day Chaver Charles!


I have a pile of unanswered mail from you staring me in the face---and I am far from pleased that this tardiness situation prevails. But I guess efficiency and productivity must decline with age as I do not seem to be able to accomplish as much these days as I did when I was a young man in my 60’s!


Be that as it may, I mainly seek to advise you that a package of legal documents arrived minutes ago and I have filed them away for safekeeping. I see that some of them are fairly recent. Disturbingly, I recently received a letter from Arthur Rudick, #395349, Room 2210-S at your facility. Arthur asked me to convey to Rabbi Spritzer that the abuse and violence continue unabated. 


Charles, it bewilders and mystifies me that I share all of this information with organizations and with the media and not one media source even picks up the phone to speak with me and confirm the veracity of your allegations. Why all the concern about a small group of Iraqi suspects and no interest whatsoever in what is being done to American citizens in America’s corrections facilities? Why? Why? Why?


I see you have written to the Inspector General. Are you getting any kind of attention from Gerald’s staff? At least the in-compound perpetrators are now aware that others are involved and watching from on high. This may give you some kind of relief, however slight. This nightmare must end soon!

To be continued,

Sid

28th  October, 2004

Charles Gundlah, #124520

R1210

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000

A Big, Robust, and Hearty SHALOM to you, Friend Charles,

We have your written request in hand and are presently in the process of fulfilling that request.

It appears that you are in need of some 36 pages that amount to a statement of facts and a chronology of all that has been heaped upon you by the Florida DOC. I hope and trust that this is what you are referring to in your recent letter.

My friend, a large manila envelope containing the requested pages is headed your way. It is quite possible that there will be a problem because the amount of pages in the package exceeds the usual quota on mailings. If it were genuine legal mail this wouldn’t be a problem, but I am not an attorney so I cannot justify declaring the package to be “legal mail.”

Should the package be rejected, I can send you a few pages at a time until you’ve received all 31 pages. I really don’t know any other way to handle this without involving an attorney. In the same package, Moshe, is a copy of the latest article you have written. It has been expertly keypunched by the wonderful Hertha, and inexpertly checked for typos and punctuation errors by amateur editor, Sid Kleiner. Then too, I shared the preliminary copy with colleagues the world over, so we’re sure that everything has been done correctly. I have a list of Florida media people I will be sending this to shortly. Let’s hope and pray that it accomplishes some good!

Be well and hang tough, my friend,

Sid

----- Original Message ----- 

From: AnnEz 

To: skleiner@comcast.net 

Cc: anvaha@utu.fi 

Sent: Wednesday, October 20, 2004 7:59 PM

Subject: The petition is up and running! Please excuse the mistakes..I am not a prof!!

The petition is up and running..may He Bless it!!
http://www.PetitionOnline.com/vla77dd/petition.html
 

Hi Sid..
How is Michael Moskowitz doing? His story is equally horrible!!

Now I am going to sleep..it has been a long day!!

Nitey nite to us all!

Cheers..AE
25th October, 2004

Charles Gundlah, #124520

R1210

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000
A Pleasant Monday Morning to You, Friend Moshe!

I have to head down to the Veterans Clinic for my 6-month check-up this morning, but I wanted to get a letter headed your way before a busy day overwhelms me.

I’m pleased that you felt my letter to the Inspector General was strong. I try to withhold my feelings of distress and impatience when making these contacts. Regardless, I have established lines of communication with the IG, and this just might help spare you from further abuse. 

Despite the fact that the Deputy I.G. who recently visited you was formerly a corrections officer, I feel that we do have some leverage now because his visit was prompted “from the top down.” In other words, he may not play the “good old boy network” game because the top man in his department is on this case and watching what’s happening. They are also aware that I have apprised scores of officials and politicians about this matter. Your case is no longer closeted within the UCI compound! I acknowledge your fear of flak from staff because of your actions. But now that there’s a spotlight focused on them, they just might hold their fire to save their own necks!

Yes, my friend, we captured many still photos (as well as considerable video footage) of the Hubbell and Mendenhall Glaciers. I’m busily editing the video of our granddaughter’s recent wedding, so Alaska video and stills must remain on the back burner for another week or two. I hope this memo finds your mental and physical health in a more upbeat status. Things are going to get better---they have to.

Let us hope and pray that all will work out just fine,

Sid

Inmate wins suit against Maryland prison officers

> --------------------

>

> 2 men ordered to pay $45,001 for civil rights violations

>

> By Gus G. Sentementes

> Sun Staff

>

> October 23, 2004

> In a rare public rebuke, a federal jury in Baltimore found yesterday that

two Western Maryland correctional officers violated an inmate's

constitutional rights by assaulting him and slamming his head against the

wall while he was handcuffed two years ago, and awarded him $45,001.

>

> The eight jurors gave the inmate, Norman R. Willis, 37, one dollar in

compensatory damages and the rest in punitive damages for the federal civil

rights lawsuit he brought against officers at Western Correctional

Institution in Cresaptown in Allegany County.

>

> The award for Willis comes as federal authorities are investigating the

medium-security prison near Cumberland. The U.S. Justice Department is

probing inmate claims of abuse by officers, and the FBI is investigating an

inmate death in April that involved WCI officers.

>

> "This should send a message that if this stuff is going on, the [Division

of Correction] needs to get on top of it," said Stephen Z. Meehan, one of

three attorneys from the Prison Rights Information System of Maryland, a

legal group that represented Willis.

>

> Willis, who was present during the trial, was unavailable for comment. He

is serving a 20-year sentence for armed robbery at the Roxbury Correctional

Institution in Hagerstown.

>

> David P. Kennedy, an assistant attorney general who defended the officers,

said he was "absolutely 100 percent certain" that the state will appeal the

jury's decision. The two officers, Gary A. Knight and Robert Huff, are

personally liable, but Kennedy said his office will recommend to the state

Board of Public Works that the state pay the award.

>

> "We were very disappointed that the jury found any defendants liable on

any of the [four] counts," Kennedy said. He said that the verdict was a sign

from jurors that they don't necessarily trust testimony from government

witnesses and said "inmates are going to be emboldened to pursue these types

of cases."

>

> The officers, through Kennedy, declined to comment. Knight has been on

leave from the prison since November 2002 because of a job-related injury,

he said in court. Huff testified that he still works at WCI as an officer.

>

> A spokesman for the state Department of Public Safety and Correctional

Services, which oversees the Division of Correction, said in a statement

that he could not discuss Willis' allegations or the officers because an

"appeal may be pending."

>

> "I want to make it clear, on behalf of Secretary Mary Ann Saar, that this

administration does not tolerate abuse of inmates or detainees," Mark

Vernarelli wrote in an e-mail. "The vast majority of correctional officers

do an outstanding job, and hold themselves to the highest standards. Our

officers are trained in methods of custody and supervision that do not rely

on show-of-force or intimidation tactics."

>

> The finding by the jury is not common in Maryland, according to legal

experts and a review of legal cases.

>

> "This is a very important ruling for no other reason than that it is so

rare," said Jonathan Turley, a law professor at George Washington University

in Washington who specializes in inmate issues. "It is extremely rare for

these cases to go to verdict, and even more rare for a convict to prevail.

One takes immediate note when one hears about these cases.

>

> "One has to look at the entire prison and certainly the management of the

prison," Turley said. "These allegations suggest more than a rogue

correctional guard."

>

> The jury began deliberations Thursday afternoon and continued for more

than five hours yesterday. The jurors - five men and three women - appeared

to pay close attention throughout the week, taking notes during testimony

from officers, inmates, prison staff and a former inmate.

>

> The trial began Monday with 10 officers named as defendants. Another nine

officers testified as witnesses, and all denied participating or witnessing

any assault on Willis.

>

> Kennedy successfully argued before U.S. District Judge Richard D. Bennett

that four officers be dismissed from the case for lack of evidence. He also

succeeded in whittling down the number of counts, or allegations, from nine

to four in legal arguments before the judge.

>

> Willis had claimed that officers threatened and assaulted him, or directed

other inmates to fight him, in retaliation for his written complaints

against the officers.

>

> The jurors sided with four officers on three allegations. In those

allegations, Willis claimed that he had been directed to assault another

inmate in exchange for protection from a prison gang; that an officer had

encouraged another inmate to attack Willis; and that two officers punched

and kicked him in the head while he was being escorted through Housing Unit

Four, the segregation area of the prison.

>

> The jurors sided with Willis on his allegation that his head was slammed

against the wall while two officers, Knight and Huff, were escorting him to

discuss a complaint with a lieutenant against an officer.

>

> Several officers who Willis said were present during the attack on Oct. 3,

2002, denied in their testimony that they assaulted Willis or witnessed any

abusive actions.

>

> But Michael Graham, an inmate who was meeting with a lieutenant nearby,

testified that he saw the lieutenant get up out of his office and rush out

to the two officers and Willis. Graham said he saw Knight holding Willis'

hands, which were in cuffs behind his back, while Huff pushed Willis into a

wall.

>

> Willis said he suffered the assault while he was being held in the

protective custody wing of Housing Unit Four at WCI. Another officer who had

been accused of assault, David Swanger, denied Willis' allegations but

admitted in his testimony that he wore a custom-made T-shirt that read:

"Housing Unit Four, House of Pain." He said he didn't know whether other

officers wore the same shirt.

>

> The resolution of Willis' lawsuit comes nearly six months after the death

of inmate Ifeanyi A. Iko. The 51-year-old Nigerian immigrant, who was also

held in Housing Unit Four, refused to leave his cell for a psychological

evaluation on April 30.

>

> Officers subdued him with three cans of pepper spray, placed a mesh "spit

mask" on his face and transported him to another part of the prison, where

he was found motionless in a cell hours later, according to an autopsy

report, inmate accounts and other sources.

>

> The state medical examiner ruled his death a homicide from asphyxiation.

An Allegany County grand jury and an internal investigation found that the

officers committed no wrongdoing. The FBI is reviewing Iko's death, and the

public safety department has refused to provide additional details because

of the federal inquiry.

>

> The U.S. Justice Department recently confirmed that it was investigating

inmate allegations of abuse at the hands of officers since before Iko died.

>

> Copyright (c) 2004, The Baltimore Sun

>

> Link to the article:

>

http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/local/bal-te.md.prison23oct23,1,1738591.sto

ry

>

> Visit http://www.baltimoresun.com

>
10-24-04 Names Used By Melissa Lott in Appeal to Get Suppot For Wrongly Convicted Husband
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Final Draft of Petition:  10-19-04

I have been busy for 2 hours working on this, hopefully, final draft.
I have made a couple of changes for emphasis.
I need to know the Target persons and am putting the url to the actual petition site
so you can read and advise. 
http://www.petitiononline.com/create_petition.html
Sid I don't mind if you take the honours as I came into this at such a late date.
What is your site url?
See you later and I'm chuffed you enjoyed the Shabbat article.
Cheers..AnnEz
 

 

October 18th, 2004 

Help Us Assure That Charles Gundlah’s Life Will Be Protected 


Judging by detailed accounts received from inmate Charles Gundlah (#124520) who is presently incarcerated at Union Correctional Institution, Raiford, Florida, it appears that he’s in grave danger of extensive physical and psychological abuse by staff and/or fellow inmates. This abuse could eventually lead to his ultimate death. Gundlah has been labeled (fairly or unfairly) as an informer or snitch. He is also suing the State of Florida for one of two rapes that have occurred while in state custody. Charles’ case has been accepted for trial by Florida’s court system. 

I have been in contact with Gundlah’s real-world advocate, Sid Kleiner, who has been relentlessly requesting both Vermont and Florida DOC authorities to move Charles Gundlah into a safe, stress-free, non-abusive environment. His preference would be to go back to Vermont or be placed in federal custody. 

Mr. Gundlah has tried to reason with corrections authorities in Vermont and Florida, without measurable success. Agents from Florida’s Inspector General’s office report that Mr. Gundlah has little to complain about when they visit with him. Sid Kleiner has explained to Inspector General Gerald H. Abdul-Wasi that Charles’ silence or reticence is the result of ominous threats made by those who hold him in captivity. He cannot speak freely as long as he remains in their custody. At the time of this writing, Mr. Gundlah remains confined to a wheelchair with impaired vision, inability to walk, a cigarette-burn scar on the sole of his foot, and other signs of the use of excessive force by UCI’s staff. He contends that a UCI staff nurse’s report as well as available videotapes, lend validity and credence to his allegations. 

There currently exists an immediate and urgent need to move inmate Charles Gundlah to a secure, safe, abuse-free environment, preferably in Vermont as opposed to Florida. His captors have indicated that they are able to render vengeance against Gundlah anywhere in the state of Florida. It is believed that the threat against this inmate’s life is valid and should be taken with the utmost seriousness. 

We are asking for your support by signing this petition after reading the story below and to do so with the idea that, should the battle for inmate Gundlah's life be won, it will be a victory for all other inmates who have been subjected to the same or similar treatment. Future abuses could be alleviated too. An appropriate transfer for Charles Gundlah could translate into a life-saving, injury-preventing result for those who may have to follow in his footsteps. 


Sincerely, 

Sid Kleiner ( Florida ) / BETH TIKVAH JEWISH PRISONER OUTREACH 
Ann Ezelius ( Sweden ) / FIGHTING INJUSTICE 

18th October, 2004

Charles Gundlah, #124520

R1206

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000
A Very Hearty Shalom to you Chaver Moshe!

Just minutes ago I had a long telephone chat with Inspector General Abdul-Wasi. Our conversation was non-accusatory, civil and cordial. I explained my views and perspectives on all of what has happened and Abdul-Wasi shared his thoughts with me.

He seems to be recommending a polygraph test to help determine if your allegations of staff abuse are based on actual occurrences. His inspectors are supposed to examine you and determine if you really have evidence (on the bottom of your foot) of a cigarette burn. I told him that the nurse you spoke with was to have filed a report concerning visible evidence of abuse. I hope she did what she said she would do.

Some of your fans and supporters are putting a petition together, hoping to get 500-1000 signatures requesting that you be moved to a safer environment. I am assisting them with information and verbiage enhancement as best as I can. This may not be the answer, but we must try any and all approaches that could possibly be of merit. The media people seem to be ignoring us. Likewise, the politicians appear to be disinterested too.

Now that I have established a friendly line of communication with the Inspector General, there is a chance that if we can prove the validity of your allegations, you might be moved elsewhere. You might finally end up out of harm’s way. 

Kayn Y’Hee Raw-Tzone, May it Be His Will,

Sid

UCI WARDEN PAUL C. DECKER

unionci@mail.dc.state.fl.us
Hi Everyone!
 

I have recently become aware of this gentleman serving a life sentence at UCI, and although 
I do not personally know him, from what I understand, he is a very lonely, sick, and isolated young man.  
 

His birthday is in a few days, and he probably will receive no cards or words of encouragement unless 
they come from those of us willing to reach out to him.  
 

If any of you would please take a moment to drop a card or note to Charles, it would be greatly appreciated.  
 

Many thanks!!!

Dianne :)

... Because I am a member of the group and because this other member was thoughtful enough to post the 
above message on the board, I went browsing on the Internet to read more about Charles Gundlah, the 
'very lonely, sick, and isolated young man.' I found an article written by him describing the almost 
unbelievable treatment he has been experiencing.
It seems he was originally incarcerated in Vermont but, after testifying in a case where an inmate was 
accidently killed by a prison guard, he was transferred to Florida. In the article he wrote..
' An officer I had come to know and respect warned me that "they" would be paying me back for my being 
so outspoken. I thought little of his warning until only a month before my mother was to come and visit me 
for the first time in over a decade, I was sent to the Florida Department of Corrections against my will. The 
people responsible were completely aware that placing me in such an overwhelmingly violent and out of 
control prison system would have an adverse effect on my safety.'
The article continues..
" The second night, three or perhaps four black inmates attacked me in my sleep, intent on defiling me. 
Some Aryan brotherhood members stopped them, only to ask for money the next day. Everywhere I went 
I was told how good I looked. The constant predators were ever-present, mainly in the form of black men. 
I was robbed again and again. I complained, I wrote letters, I even began seeing a psychologist, yet no one 
seemed to care. Instead of a name I was now a number. And since nothing had actually happened to me, 
it wasn't important. 

I resorted to paying a hulking black inmate to keep the dogs at bay. When I had no more money, the dogs 
came again ---spying me out, using numerous tactics to try to get what they wanted. What they wanted was 
abhorrent and immoral. I remained afraid, with no one to help me. Then I met an old-timer who told he would 
help me. All I had to do was file a paper in court and turn myself into security as a protective case, which would 
mean loss of privileges. But only days before he had a chance to file for injunctive relief in court, I was brutally 
assaulted by three black inmates after being choked unconscious again and again. 

A week later I was in disciplinary confinement for allegedly possessing escape paraphernalia. A book I had been 
writing about corruption in the Florida D.O.C. had sketches in it that were labeled as escape paraphernalia. My 
transcripts were stolen by the state assistant inspector. Florida prison staff's reaction to my traumatic ordeal was 
to cover up what happened to me. My family, who had been supporting me, didn't know how to react to such news, 
and have since then had no contact with me. Things were done against procedures, and I didn't know what to do. 
I was placed into close management unjustifiably. Sexual predators were prevalent everywhere I went, and I was a 
prime target. I saw how deeply corrupt Florida prison staff were, and spent all my time trying to expose these 
untouchables. Vermont's Department of Corrections' authorities contacted me by letter about this time (2001) 
claiming, "The original intent of your placement...was to...offer you a greatly enhanced and more humane 
correctional experience than can be found within the Vermont system." Also adding that they felt Florida would 
offer more in regards to programming, education, etc. The truth (and I know this from experience) is that the 
Vermont Department of Corrections is more humane (by far), and offers more to any offender it houses. To 
say otherwise is an irrational non-sequitar. My complaints caused more hostility than I had counted upon. 

While I was in protective management status, a vendetta took the form of an officer placing a known violent 
sexual predator into my cell. I was, for a second time in my life, overpowered and immorally humiliated. 
Further covering up ensued. I was totally incensed with rage about this blatant act of inhumane treatment. 
I began court proceedings as soon as I knew how. My continued and adamant stance against corruption 
made prison staff angry toward me. A while later, I was assaulted by an outraged officer. 

I was released from close management only to be placed back into close management without procedural 
due process. This has been a torture beyond belief, lasting five and one half years, and continues. 
Florida's D.O.C. officials send Vermont's D.O.C. officials reports that have no truth to them, causing everyone 
to deny my allegations. Over one hundred letters to Vermont and Florida state representatives, senators, and 
governors have amounted to "jurisdictional controversies," leaving me to wallow in this den of iniquity. 
The Vermont D.O.C.'s reasons behind transfers are questionable. The fact that, for over five years, D.O.C. authorities 
from both states have knowingly ignored my situation to the extent that they have speaks volumes about their "intent." 
 

I hate no man. My remorse for my past wrongs has been joined by despair, and a longing to be removed from the 
torturous reality that confronts me. I reach out to everyone to respond to this moral deterioration that contributes 
to the denigration of authority. My punishment, along with that of many others must not include corrupt reprisal, 
oppression, physical and psychological torture, or condoning of such ruthlessness by authorities. Limits are in 
need of enforcement lest even the very punishment for wrongs become a tyranny beyond comprehension. 
 

Charles H. Gundlah, #124520 
R-1206 
Florida State Prison 
7819 NW 228th Street 
Raiford, FL 32026-2600 
DID SEND IG LETTER TO THESE PAPERS:

maxwell@sptimes.com; elmore@digitalexp.com; krueger@sptimes.com; dsommer@tampatrib.com; levinej@gvillesun.com; hutcheg@gvillesun.com; glidewell@sptimes.com; jaxstaff@jacksonville.com; telltdo@tdo.infi.net; freedberg@sptimes.com; sbousquet@herald.com; topics@sptimes.com; local@sptimes.com; adam@sptimes.com; national@sptimes.com; letters@sptimes.com; john_pacenti@pbpost.com; HeraldEd@herald.com; heraldlink@herald.com; PLong@herald.com

October 18th, 2004

Help Us Assure That Charles Gundlah’s Life Will Be Protected 

Judging by detailed accounts received from inmate Charles Gundlah (#124520), he’s in grave danger of physical and psychological abuse by staff and/or fellow inmates. Gundlah has been labeled (fairly or unfairly) as an informer or snitch. He is also suing the State of Florida for one of two rapes that have occurred while in state custody. Charles’ case has been accepted for trial by Florida’s court system. 

I have been in contact with Gundlah’s real-word advocate, Sid Kleiner, who has been relentlessly requesting both Vermont and Florida DOC authorities to move Charles Gundlah into a safe, stress-free, non-abusive environment. His preference would be to go back to Vermont or be placed in federal custody.

Mr. Gundlah has tried to reason with corrections authorities in Vermont and Florida, without measurable success. Agents from Florida’s Inspector General’s office report that Mr. Gundlah has little to complain about when they visit with him. Sid Kleiner has explained to Inspector General Gerald H. Abdul-Wasi that Charles’ silence or reticence is the result of ominous threats made by those who hold him in captivity. He cannot speak freely as long as he remains in their custody. At the time of this writing, Mr. Gundlah remains confined to a wheelchair with impaired vision, inability to walk, a cigarette-burn scar on the sole of his foot, and other signs of the use of excessive force by UCI’s staff. He contends that a UCI staff nurse’s report as well as available videotapes, lend validity and credence to his allegations. 
 

There currently exists an immediate and urgent need to move inmate Charles Gundlah to a secure, safe, abuse-free environment, preferably in Vermont as opposed to Florida. His captors have indicated that they are able to render vengeance against Gundlah anywhere in the state of Florida. It is believed that the threat against this inmate’s life is valid and should be taken with the utmost seriousness. 


We are asking for your support by signing this petition after reading the story below and to do so with the idea that, should the battle for inmate Gundlah's life be won, it will be a victory for all other inmates who have been subjected to the same or similar treatment. Future abuses could be alleviated too. An appropriate transfer for Charles Gundlah could translate into a life-saving, injury-preventing result for those who may have to follow in his footsteps. 
 

Sincerely,
___________________

DID NOT SENT OCT. LETTER TO THESE EDITORIAL PEOPLE:

Jenny Staletovitch

E-mail Address(es):

  jenny_staletovich@pbpost.com

John Sugg, Weekly Planet

E-mail Address(es):

  johnsugg@weeklyplanet.com

Notes:

Another staunch Abolitionist:

   John F. Sugg, Editor, Weekly Planet, Free Newspaper that goes out to

all the Tampa Bay area weekly, Tampa, St. Pete, Clearwater, Pinellas
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   This paper has a huge, loyal readership with 1,600 newspaper stands.

    John F. Sugg, Editor
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14th October, 2004

Gerald H. Abdul-Wasi, Inspector General

Florida Department of Corrections

2601 Blair Stone Road

Tallahassee, FL 32399-2500
RE: Charles Gundlah, #124520

R1206

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000

(Please see your letter to me of 9-27-04)

The Best of the Day To You, Inspector General Abdul Wasi!

I’ve just returned from approximately one month’s absence and found your letter of 9-27-04 awaiting my perusal. In the same sack of unprocessed mail was a lengthy report from Charles Gundlah, detailing (with names and dates) the intolerable, ongoing physical and psychological abuse of Inmate #124520. Your missive states that, “…based upon his failure to cooperate with my office this case is closed.” Apparently, you and I aren’t even in the same book, no less being on the same page! I realize that you can only make decisions based upon data furnished by others. It would appear to this writer that you are the recipient of gross misinformation. I have carefully studied documents furnished to me by Mr. Gundlah. This man appears to be coherent (for now, anyhow), intelligent, articulate and totally non-violent. 

Frankly, Mr. Gundlah does not have kind words to say about those who represent your office out in the field. There were reported breaches of common courtesy and attitude problems that bear further investigation. An inspector named Jones promised to be in touch, promised to return Charles’ documents, and much more. But Inspector Jones has apparently refused to respond to any inquiries he receives from Mr. Gundlah. Has Gundlah’s life been threatened? Of course it has been threatened, and in more than one instance, according to Charles. Why didn’t he reveal this to your inspectors?  Excellent question! Firstly, insufficient time was allotted to appropriately delve into such a complex situation. Secondly, I am sure you are familiar with the words “intimidation” and “threat.” Certain officers (and I do have their names, and the dates these statements were made!) made it clear to Gundlah that revealing the beatings and the death threats would be like signing his own death warrant. They warned him that wherever he may be transferred, they have the clout and the connections to assure that his name will appear in the death notices, and it will look like the killing occurred in response to what several witnesses would testify was a threat against them. Do you expect the officers in question to freely admit to making these statements? I do not believe that you are that naïve, my friend. Do you expect these officers to admit that they burned the bottom of Gundlah’s foot with an ignited cigarette? The scar is there to prove it. If the man who committed this act came forward and freely admitted that he did it, could very well be pounding the pavement without a job. The scar is there, but the perpetrator is non-existent.

How enraged we Americans (and the rest of the world) became when our military police committed abuses on Iraqi’s law-breakers. In my opinion, we should demonstrate even more disgust and outrage when incarcerated citizens of our nation are the victims of physical and psychological abuse. Even more appalling is the thunderous silence of the press, the government, and our citizenry when apprised of allegations of prisoner abuse in our nation’s corrections facilities. 

My friend, Charles Gundlah asks for very little in this instance.  Since his life would be in jeopardy anywhere in Florida, he seeks to be placed in a safe environment in a federal prison or in a state facility in his home state of Vermont. But we do have a problem: You cannot perceive the reality of the rapes and beatings that have made Gundlah’s life a living hell for several years. The fact that the courts have already accepted one of his rape cases for litigation would tend to substantiate that this man is not prone to filing nuisance, suspect litigation. A judge has deemed that sufficient evidence for trial does exist. Charles wants to be left alone to do his time in relative tranquility. Now that he is reputed to be a snitch who could get officers and/or inmates in trouble he is doomed to languish in a living hell unless and until something is done to have him moved out of state. 

Is this letter a call for action? You bet it is! As the system’s inspector general, it is expected that you will not merely accept the words of others. A precious human life hangs in the balance. I seek to do my part to help right the wrongs that have brought us to this sorry juncture. I believe you are a dedicated, honest and qualified servant of Florida’s taxpayers. Further, I believe that you will roll up your sleeves, pry into this sordid story, and see that fairness, truth and justice prevail. When life hangs in the balance, a call to action is automatically sounded. Will you heed the call? I hope and pray that you do!

With thanks and best wishes,

Sid Kleiner,

Beth Tikvah Jewish Prisoner Outreach

CC: Gov. Jeb Bush, Chaplain Alex Taylor, Vermont Department of Corrections, Aleph Institute, Jewish Prisoner Services International, LYO Brooklyn, NY, Becket  Fund, Ann Ezelius, Dianne Abershire, Aune Vahakangas, Vermont Defender General, Matthew, Governor of Vermont, Hon. Patrick J. Leahy, Esq., Senator James  M. Jeffords, Esq., Bernard Sanders, Jason Kennedy, Darla Lawton, Kevin Oddy, Warden UCI

14th October, 2004

Charles Gundlah, #124520

R1206

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000

Shalom & A Better, More Peaceful Day to You, Friend Charles,

I have been home for several days but the days have been so hectic and fleeting that I have not accomplished even a fraction of the priority goals I’d set for myself.

Firstly, I wanted to share that Trudy and I had a marvelous journey to Alaska, and then to New Jersey for our granddaughter’s wedding celebration. I was concerned that my health wouldn’t permit traveling so many thousands of miles--- but thank Hashem, and my doctors, I survived with little difficulty. I will be describing the Alaska and the New Jersey visits in upcoming newsletters.

For now, I want to confirm that I received your large “legal mail” envelope and have read and studied every single syllable! I have also received a couple of new letters from you and will respond to them as soon as time and energy permit. I’m communicating with a wonderful lady from Sweden who recommends that we try a petition submission to get you moved to a safer, saner environment. I cannot envision anything negative resulting from such an effort, so let’s give it a try. Yes, my friend, I confess responsibility for your receiving mail in my absence. I was concerned that you’d be forgotten and/or neglected and didn’t wish for that to happen. There are some wonderful souls in this world and you and I are blessed and grateful for having the pleasure and honor of linking up with them. I hope to work on your situation today and will keep you posted on the progress we make. Hang in there and hang tough, my friend!

In hope, faith, trust, love and concern,

Sid

October 13th, 2004

Peace Be Yours This Day, Friend Ann!

My sincerest appreciation to you for anything you are able to do to encourage the authorities to move Charles to a safer, saner environment. Indeed, I believe that his life is in danger and removing him from UCI and, better yet, moving him to another state is most advisable and urgently needed at this point. 

There’s often strength in numbers, so a petition campaign is certainly one of several routes we can take. I would enthusiastically support such an action, as I am the major complainer at this juncture.

My friend, I will do my very best to keep you posted and updated as we work our way through this life-saving endeavor. Whatever you are able to do to assist our cause will be immensely appreciated.

For now, thanks for being there,

Sid

Hello..
I live in Sweden and belong to a group that is called Florida Support.
This group actually helps death row prisoners but one of the other members 
put out a call for help for Charles Gundlah. I looked him up and read his story
and wrote him. He replied and said you are his friend and have been trying to
get help for him so he can leave UCI.
I have a website called Fighting Injustice and have put out some info about Charles
under http://www.prisonpotpourri.com/GUNDLAH/

I was wondering if we could work together to perhaps get the authorities to do something positive
for him. I know many people do not like petitions but perhaps we could start one anyway. 
I have a group on an MSN site called PrisonLonghouse and some of them did write Charles and have 
said he replied. Good letters.

I would appreciate your thoughts on this urgent matter.

Sincerely,
Ann Ezelius
Ludvika
Sweden
9-08-04

Thanks for the update, Sid!
 

I did want to let you know that I checked his account at the inmate bank today, and it is "0".  Sounds like he has had nothing for a long time---maybe he has never had money in his account since in Florida.  (?????)
 

I'll send him a birthday card, too--some stamps, etc.  And, I'll ask for friends to send him a card or note too, since it's his birthday, and maybe some will.
 

It seems that guards tend to abuse inmates who have little or no outside contact.  If he starts getting some mail, they might leave him alone.  Worth a try, at least.
 

If I don't have the chance to email you again before you leave, have a wonderful trip.
 

Take care, and travel safe--
 

Hugs
 

Dianne
Sept. 8th, 2004
Peace Be Yours This Day, Friend Alex!

Thanks for your willingness to get involved. This is too long a litany of tragedy to explain in this letter.

Anyhow, Mr. Gundlah has had visits from a few officials, including, I believe, from personnel connected with the IG’s office. Something seems to get lost in the transmission of information. Why? Because when the IG’s reports reach Vermont’s DOC there appears to be a whitewash of what really transpired.

Gundlah has been raped more than once since being transferred down here. His civil suit has sufficient merit for the courts to have already accepted it for trial. Yet, the people in Vermont insist that Charles has not been harmed since coming to Florida! How does this misinformation get to Vermont’s corrections officials? I am bewildered about the glowing reports I get from Vermont while Gundlah sits in a wheelchair after being beaten to a pulp. This mystery and duplicity must be resolved.

Anyhow, Alex, your assistance is immensely appreciated. I will be here until tomorrow night---in case you hear anything worth sharing. I will be back on this matter when I return to the office on October 6th.
With warmest best wishes,

Sid
9-7-04 E-mail

Sid,
 

Just so you know, I dropped Charles a card earlier today.  I didn't mention you or how I got his address, I ust offered myself for support if he felt the need to have somebody out here on his side.  
 

Hope this was acceptable.  
 

Have a wonderful trip!  I've always heard the Alaskan cruise is the BEST!  
 

Hope you get out before the next hurricane hits land!
 

Hugs
 

Dianne
7th September, 2004

Charles Gundlah, #124520

R-1206

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000

Shalom and Happy Birthday (again!), Friend Charles!

It is not without feelings of “edgy-ness” and frustration that I prepare this missive for you this morning. We’re packing our religious and personal gear in preparation to fly to Vancouver on Friday morning. But it disturbs me that no one is responding concerning your apparent and dire need for some assistance. I will send a copy of this letter to the corrections officials and legislators in Vermont in the hope that someone up there may yet react affirmatively and get you moved to a safer, saner, and more suitable venue.

My friend, it is challenging to my psyche to contemplate the outcry about the reported abuse of Iraqi prisoners at Abu Ghraib, while taking a totally different and indifferent posture as our own citizens are allegedly being abused by their fellow Americans. Does anyone care? Does anyone listen? Does anyone react or respond? For the most part, my appeals in your behalf have been met with eerie silence. Oh yes, Vermont’s governor tells me he was having things checked out--- but did follow-up ever take place? I really don’t know. I have shared all of this with those in charge of your case and again, for the most part, there is silence.

We need to get you moved from U.C.I. You deserve, under prevailing rules, regulations and laws, to be in a safe environment. Sadly, I will be away from this desk and this computer for almost an entire month. I hope, pray and trust that there is someone out there with a Christian, Jewish or Muslim heart who will take the required time and effort to assist you in your time of dire need. I hope, trust and pray that you will have a different and better address when I return to Florida next month.

My thoughts, hopes, wishes and prayers are beamed in your direction,  

Sid

	DEFENDER GENERAL, OFFICE OF THE

	14-16 Baldwin Street
	

	Drawer 20 (AREA CODE #802)
	

	Montpelier VT 05620-3301
	828-3168

	Fax: 828-3163

	Matthew F. Valerio, Defender General
	828-3168

	Lora A. Evans, Business Manager
	828-3168

	Appellate Defender
	828-3168

	Juvenile Defender
	828-3168

	Prisoners' Rights Office
	828-3194


August 30th, 2004

Charles Gundlah, #124520

R-1206

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000

Shalom and Happy Birthday, Friend Charles!

Your letter of 8-23-04 really got me rattled and riled! I am tremendously busy getting things prepared for a High Holy Days prison visit and a month of traveling and facilitating services, but I dropped everything this morning and went into action!

My friend, I blasted off an E-mail communication to a host of Vermont officials this morning. I clearly spelled out what is happening to you and the imminent danger that confronts you. No human being should have to live with the threats, tension and anxieties that you presently endure. The solution is so apparent, so obvious, and so simple that one wonders why what is occurring is taking place to begin with! It is also my intention to try and reach someone up there by telephone before today has gone into history. If anything really important results from all of this effort, I will surely share the news with you. Intimidation, psychological and physical abuse aren’t part of a prison sentence in this state and in this nation. I can only pledge that I will do my utmost to right the wrongs that you’ve endured.

As for Chaplain Clyatt and his professing zero knowledge of what kosher eating is all about---this comes as no surprise. Just days ago I had a rather extensive meeting with a senior chaplain. The man didn’t have a clue that almost any dairy product purchased in just about any supermart these days is kosher! So I told him what to look for on his next shopping trip. Now he is bewildered about why people on the JDA program cannot have milk with their daily, morning cereal. We have a lot of educating to do.

To be continued,

Sid 

August 30th, 2004

RE: Charles Gundlah, #124520

R-1206

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000

Dear Friends:

All of you are important people in the state of Vermont. And in my heart of hearts I know that you are caring, sharing, compassionate souls. You may also be in a position to help save the life of a fellow human being and a Vermont citizen at that! What has been happening to Mr. Gundlah should not happen to ANY human being. I appeal to you today to get involved, take action--- do something before it is too late to do anything except an overview of what went wrong in this situation. Let me quote from a letter just received from Charles Gundlah:

“…my life was threatened just an hour or so ago ( August 23rd, 2004). My heart races, my nerves are on edge, and I’m scared. The lieutenant who really laid it into my head on July 15th, named Draack, came to my cell and literally told me he hated me and wanted to spill me out of my wheelchair because I filed a grievance. I was so stressed I declared a psychological emergency. But he came back with a big sergeant. He is the boss of this building and the sergeant is in charge of the stuff in this building from 8 AM to 4 PM. Anyway, they both came into my room. He told me I’d better re-think my psychological emergency or him (sic) and the sergeant would lie and say I kicked him, then beat me to death unless I tell them to forget about it. He said that him (sic) and the sergeant would write a story so convincing that everyone would believe that I was out of my head. So, when the psychological guy came I told him I couldn’t see him. He knew something was wrong since I was in tears and shaking all over. I’m still really nervous. …..I’m so sure that if I stay here in Florida I won’t live long.”

Charles has written and mailed a 3-page letter to your governor, outlining the litany of problems and abuses that have been heaped upon Gundlah since being moved to Florida. My friends, people have been maimed and killed in Florida’s “corrections” system. Gundlah has been beaten and raped since being moved down here. To foresee his demise in this system is not out of the realm of reality. Precisely why I contact you today to get Charles Gundlah out of the clutches of those who seek to maim and destroy him. This is a life and death appeal for your intervention. Someone up there has to do something to rescue one of Vermont’s citizens down here. How absurd it is that so many Americans raised such a cacophonous uproar when some of Iraq’s lowliest were being abused by the American military. Meanwhile, our own citizens in our own country are subjected to abusive treatment that makes Abu Ghraib look like a Sunday school picnic. 

Please tell me what you are willing to do to rescue Charles Gundlah from further unwarranted punishment and abuse. Do we really care about our own citizens in our own penal systems? I am beginning to wonder!

Looking forward to prompt, remedial action,

Sid Kleiner  

16th August, 2004

Charles Gundlah, #124520

R-1206

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000
Shalom and May Better Days Be Headed Your Way, Friend Charles, 

In accordance with your instructions, I prepared an E-mail mailing to the three designated Vermont legislators. I indicated that there is an urgency situation here and that our experience with the IG’s deputies has been negative to zero. I also told them that Vermont’s correction officials have left things up to Florida’s IG office and the IG office reports that you advise you are fine and have not been beaten. In a related matter, I have received a brief letter from Governor James H. Douglas. He advises that he is sending my inquiry to Commissioner Gold for “information and review.” Perhaps a memo from the governor will get them moving past the Florida IG’s office. I hope so.

Your recent request for administrative remedy or appeal is very specific and very ominous. I cannot make out the warden’s or the AW’s response. You state your case and you request prompt response and remedy. The usual response is that you haven’t proven that anything’s wrong and everything is really fine and dandy. Well, my friend, those two recent beatings should be ample proof that everything is not fine and dandy! Good luck with this latest filing. And good luck to you as respects the South Bay rape case coming up in January or February.

Charles, I am enclosing a copy of a memo I am circulating that explains about our planned absence from the office. Because there is extensive travel involved, I will not be able to do much of anything in the inmate-accommodation and advocacy departments. Please be guided accordingly. Trudy and I celebrate 53 years as husband and wife this Thursday! It’s hard to believe that we’ve spent more than a half-century together!

My Thoughts, Hopes & Prayers Are Beamed In Your Direction,

Sid

Honorable James M. Jeffords, Esq.

Vermont@jeffords.senate.gov

Honorable Patrick J. Leahy, Esq.

Senator_leahy@leahy.senate.gov
Honorable Bernard Sanders

Bernie@mail.house.gov
jkennedy@doc.state.vt.us
koddy@doc.state.vt.us
dlawton@defgen.state.vt.us

Have you received a response?  By the way, Richard Turner is no longer with the DOC.  Ray Flum is currently on vacation so don't expect to hear from him.  Jason Kennedy is Charlie's caseworker in Vermont his email is jkennedy@doc.state.vt.us
and his boss is Kevin Oddy  koddy@doc.state.vt.us
 

Darla
8-02-04

I am pleased that you’ll be chatting with Charlie tomorrow.

I’ve been diligently trying to assist this poor fellow, so there is a need for us to share information. Please do whatever has to be done to assure that I am in the loop and know what’s happening. This is all about saving a life. So, let’s work together as best and as much as we can.

With best wishes,

Sid

I will be speaking with Charlie tomorrow.  I don't have a release from Charlie to speak with you about his situation so I can't really share with you.
-----Original Message-----
From: Sid Kleiner <skleiner@comcast.net>
To: Darla Lawton <dlawton@defgen.state.vt.us>
Date: Monday, August 02, 2004 2:37 PM
Subject: FURTHER WORD FROM CHARLES TODAY
August 2nd, 2004

Thanks for sharing your fax number, my friend!

I sent you a few pages that Charles had written, explaining what a challenging, life-threatening and difficult situation he is in. Minutes ago, more pages of Charles’ woes arrived. It appears that there are lies, cover-ups, and other devious antics to shield higher-ups from the truth. The Inspector General’s staffers appear to be part of the pattern of unconcern and indifference too.
Were Charles not in the infirmary, I, too, might misinterpret his allegations. I feel that he might be sharing some very valid concerns with us. He needs legal counsel. He needs some help to get him moved to a safer, less-hostile environment. We know that there have been beatings and killings in that complex in the past. Must we wait until the final blows have been struck before we take definitive action?
Charles considers you to be a good friend. What can you do for someone who truly respects and admires you? Good luck with your wonderful family and your new home!
BEST OF THE DAY TO YOU,

Sid 


fax is 802-828-3163
Lawton, Darla
dlawton@defgen.state.vt.us
-----Original Message-----
From: Darla Lawton [mailto:dlawton@defgen.state.vt.us]
Sent: Monday, August 02, 2004 10:38 AM
To: Sid Kleiner
Subject: Re: MAY I HAVE THE COURTESY OF A RESPONSE TO THIS INQUIRY? THANKS, Sid Kleiner
Sid,
 
I have received your emails.  Please understand that I have 2000 incarcerated clients assigned to me.  I will look in to Charlie's situation. Thank you for your attention to him.
Darla
August 2nd, 2004
2nd August, 2004

Thanks for the e-mail response, Darla!

I realize that you have a huge workload, but there is an apparent life-and-death situation down here and I will feel badly if something happened to Charles and we’d failed to look into his situation.

I have newly arrived mail here from Charles. Can you tell me how and where to fax excerpts up to you? I feel it is important for you to read what Charles writes in this current letter. 

Thanks for your immediate attention to this request,

Sid

Warden: UCI

E-Mail: unionci@mail.dc.state.fl.us 

2nd August, 2004

Charles Gundlah, #124520

R-1206

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000

Shalom and Good Health to You, Friend Charles,


You seemed concerned about whether your mail is getting through to me. Yes indeed, the mail is making it down here just fine. I just received yours of 7-27-04. Thanks for the birthday card, even though that was just a means to an end. Since my birthday arrives this coming Friday, your card was quite appreciated and appropriate. Thanks again!

My friend, I am getting a bit frustrated with your contact, Darla Lawton, in the Vermont Defender General’s office. Some of my colleagues have made inquiries and were told that all is fine with you. They say there is no problem. But Ms. Lawton remains silent. Before last week was over, I forwarded some documents to the Vermont governor’s office. I am practically begging for a response, and for them to do something, all I get is silence.


I have no reason to doubt that you are wounded, in pain, and in dire need of competent medical attention. Even the warden has not responded to your emergency grievance within the 72-hour time frame that is prescribed by regulation. That two different shifts of officers “beat you senseless” is contrary to all that governs the conduct of the Florida DOC.


You plead for a pastoral visit. Were I the dynamo that I was a few years ago, I’d be headed your way right now. Old age has enveloped me and I move like a turtle with heatstroke. Travel is difficult, challenging, and enervating. In fact, I hope I can fulfill my High Holy Days obligations with Celebrity Cruise Lines next month. But I will share your request for a visit with some colleagues in the hope that someone will make it out there to see you. I know these are difficult days and times for you, Charles. Let’s keep on working in your behalf and see what can be accomplished.

B’ shalom,

Sid

26th July, 2004

Charles Gundlah, #124520

R-1206

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000

Shalom & a Speedy & Complete Recovery to You, Moshe ben Moshe!


You were quite concerned that your ten-page missive that was mailed on July 21st would never get past the prison gates. Well, my friend, it arrived here in a mere three days! You also revealed that you were out of paper, envelopes and stamps. I don’t know if I am allowed to send you writing paper and envelopes---they are probably contraband, but I can send you a few stamps. Please be sure to look for the five, 1st class stamps that I am enclosing with this letter. 


My friend, I shall never be able to respond to all that is revealed in your ten-page letter. Suffice it to say that I immediately contacted Darla Lawton (Defender General’s Office, Montpelier, VT) and requested that Ms. Lawton set up a link between you and legal counsel. After carefully reading everything you’d written, my conclusion is that my making additional contacts with the Florida DOC’s inspector general would be an exercise in futility. You have been given false assurances from these people more than once. Then too, I am told that you told them you had not been abused, even though you have a civil rights case that has been accepted by Florida’s courts! Clearly, Moshe, we need the assistance, guidance and support of a legal expert who is not linked to the Florida bureaucracy. From all you have written, you appear to be in dire need of prompt and competent medical attention. Beyond that immediate need, you need counsel to intervene and bring this chamber of horrors scenario to a screeching halt. You’ve been beaten, raped and maimed. You’ve endured psychological abuse that no well-behaved, non-violent prisoner should have to suffer. Collectively, we will make an earnest effort to obtain whatever support you may need to be moved to a safer, saner, less-ominous environment.

Peace, Love, Blessings and Hope,

Sid

August 2nd, re-sent to the lady and asked for the courtesy of a response.

July 30th, 2004

Resent this memo and sent a copy to Vermont’s governor, asking for the courtesy of a response.

Sid
July 26th, 2004

dlawton@defgen.state.vt.us
Darla Lawton

Defender General’s Office

Prisoners’ Rights Office

120 State Street

Montpelier, VT

Re: Charles Gundlah, #124520

0-3215

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000
Dear Friend, Darla Lawton,

In Saturday’s mail (7-24-04), I received a 10-page urgent plea for help from Charles Gundlah. The letter was mailed on July 21st.

During the course of his missive, Charles requests that I contact you and that you set up a call with an attorney without delay. The man needs legal intervention and he needs it yesterday! Charles has suffered a very violent beating (by prison staff), resulting, among other symptoms, in his having no feeling in his left leg. He is in a bare room with nothing but a bed and no contact with the outside world. 

My friend, this is a potentially life-threatening, grave situation. There are implications and allegations here of abuse, over-reaction, violations of civil rights, and much more. It would appear that the imminent linking of Charles with legal counsel would be of the utmost, paramount importance. Feel free to contact me if you desire additional background information.

I thank you in advance for an immediate response to this urgent request for legal assistance. Then too, my gratitude to you for keeping me in the loop so I know what is happening in this situation.

With best wishes,

Sid Kleiner

16th July, 2004

Charles Gundlah, #124520

0-3215

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000
Hi Charles!

I realize that I mailed you a letter three days ago, but a newly arrived, long letter from you commands my attention this morning.

I need some specifics on the inspector from the attorney general’s office: What is the man’s full name? Where is his office and how do I make contact with it and with Inspector Jones? Florida? Vermont? I have read your letter a couple of times and I cannot determine where this Jones can be reached, and, having such a generic name, I really need a more complete name for this fellow. You proceeded to mail him 60 copies of letters and now he has gone completely silent on you. My friend, I cannot explain this bewildering turn of events. I am still pondering the report that, in two instances, you told investigators you aren’t being harmed or threatened. Then you reveal that Inspector Jones is supposed to have his cassette recorder running during his interviews and he never turned the machine on. How come? What gives? Jones had you crying with joy when you returned to your cell---and now there is nothing but the thunder of silence. 

The good news from your direction is that the rape case that originated at Martin C.I. is going forward---it has passed muster with the judge. Now, if there was never any abuse, how come you have a pending court case for being raped? I see that you are penniless and out of stamps. I am enclosing five 37-cents stamps to help the cause. 

Please continue to share your unfolding, ongoing situation with me. I want to help, but I need the above-requested information.

B’ Shalom,

Sid

7-13-04

Charles Gundlah, #124520

0-3215

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000
Shalom & G’ Day To You, Chaver Charles!


Please see the enclosed photocopy of a letter recently received from Ray Flum, Director of Classification, Vermont Department of Corrections. My friend, I continue to be mystified and bewildered by all of this. Flum reveals that investigations were made and they couldn’t find a thing that would substantiate your allegations of abuse. He goes on to write that, “…Mr. Gundlah admitted that he had not been physically abused or threatened with any bodily harm.” 


If the abuse you’ve alleged had really occurred, why would you, in more than one instance, deny that you’d been abused? Can you comprehend my perplexity and bewilderment? Either you are being abused or you aren’t being abused. Do you have personal reasons for denying the abuse when you are being questioned? Perhaps I am missing something that’s important here? If so, please share what you are able to share with me. Is there any proof, any documentation, any witnesses, anything at all that would substantiate and validate your abuse claims? Can I tell the officials why you deny that there’s abuse when questioned? But first you must fill me in on the details.


After reading the enclosed letter most carefully, I would appreciate your remarks and comments about its contents. We really need to get to the bottom of this matter so we can help you. I cannot continue to “cry wolf” to the people in Vermont only to be advised that you have stated that there is no abuse. Let’s get this situation resolved once and for all, okay?

With Torah Blessings & best Wishes, 

Sid

7-13-04

Sid, I can tell you one reason why his story could change.  It's happened to

a few of my families' loved ones while we were battling the department for

their safety.

Pure threats.

One of the families went to visit their inmate son and saw bruises on his

neck, the painful way he held his arm, and the fear on his face.  The son

told mom tensely, "don't talk about it", but after the visit she got his

letter wherein he wrote that officers had beaten him and broken his arm.

She launched a campaign to get him help.

She called to the prison to speak to the warden, whom, they said was not in.

They forwarded her to the assistant warden so she told him her son had been

hurt by officers and she needed to leave a message for the warden.

Someone who identified themselves as the assistant warden called her back,

said he had called the colonel in and the colonel said the son was fine and

had not been hurt at all.  But she told him she knew better, had seen the

bruises herself, and she insisted on talking to the warden.  He said he

would have the warden call her.

A voice identifying himself as warden called her within the hour and told

her he had checked into it and her son had been hurt playing ball.  Well,

she knew they had no sporting equipment at her son's prison, so said she was

calling the region director.

A few minutes later, she got a call reportedly from the region director's

office who said he had just spoken with the prison and her son had indeed

been hurt, not by an officer, but by another inmate as they were "wrestling

around", just playing. It was all an accident he claimed.

A couple hours later someone identifying themselves as the colonel called

her.  She could hear several voices in the background and the voice

identifying itself as the Colonel said, "Here's your son."  Her son's very

frightened voice came on and told her that he had not been hurt at all.

They put him on lockdown for 'lying to staff' and cut off the family visits

for weeks.  Most likely to have time to intimidate him into silence and to

let him heal.

Yes he had been hurt by officers, his arm was broken. Even though we learned

that the officers who had hurt him were in the room with him when he talked

to his mom on the phone, and had threatened him to make him lie to her; even

though we knew the officers had hurt him, we could do nothing. We tried to

get an investigation going, but once he gave in to their threats and agreed

it hadn't happened, we could do nothing.

Make no mistake: Investigators will lie.  Many of them were guards before

they were inspectors and many have done the dirty deeds themselves in the

past.  They don't mind covering up.  Officers themselves told me that.

However, to do anything, despite his fear, he has to maintain the facts.

That's hard to do when you are being threatened and are frightened.

Not saying this is how it happened, but this is one very real reason a man

backs down on his story of guard abuse.

Kay Lee
Steve Gold, Commissioner

Vermont Department of Corrections-Out-of-State Unit

1229 Portland Street, Suite 101

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
August 16th, 2004
Honorable James M. Jeffords, Esq.

Vermont@jeffords.senate.gov

Honorable Patrick J. Leahy, Esq.

Senator_leahy@leahy.senate.gov
Honorable Bernard Sanders

Bernie@mail.house.gov

Dear Friends:

We have reliable information that leads us to believe that Mr. Gundlah’s life may be in danger. 

Your corrections officials are apparently relying on information received from the Florida DOC’s inspector general’s office. Your state officials and Florida’s officials keep telling me that Charles has NOT been abused. Well, my friends, he has leg numbness, facial scars, vision impairment, back problems, etc. from two recent alleged beatings by staff. His civil rape case (South Bay Correctional Institution) has been set for trial a few months from now. I cannot perceive of what additional information is needed to investigate this matter and take remedial action.

I implore you, I beg you, I plead with you---take a look at the Gundlah case! Inmates have died due to alleged staff abuse in the past. Let’s not be indifferent and lose another precious life!
I am here to render further assistance, if needed.

Thanks in advance for taking prompt action and saving a life,

Sid Kleiner

June 4th, 2004

Steve Gold, Commissioner

Richard Turner, Director, Correctional Services

Ray Flum, Director of Classifications

Vermont Department of Corrections-Out-of-State Unit

1229 Portland Street, Suite 101

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

RE: Charles Gundlah, #124520

0-3215

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000

My Dear Friends,


I am fully aware that we have communicated on this situation in the past. Ray Flum’s letter indicates that no rapes have occurred. From what we gather, there have been rapes. And recent information reveals that there will be more violence and abuse if we all sit back and do absolutely nothing.


I have a brand-new letter from Mr. Gundlah in which he advises that he has written letters and done just about everything imaginable to get someone’s attention---all to no avail. The man is only requesting to be placed in protective custody, and he is apparently ignored by local officials and hears nothing from your offices either. All of this is prompted by the recent arrival of some inmates from Martin C.I. Mr. Gundlah has turned into a total nervous wreck because of the ominous threats of these people. He eats very little and his face is breaking out like he has some kind of horrible affliction. Once Charles has been abused, beaten or (perish the thought) murdered, it will be too late to intervene and save a life. 


My understanding is that the Interstate Compact Agreement permits you to tell the receiving state to place an inmate in protective custody. Is this too much to do to possibly save a life? Have we not learned from cases like the James Quigley suicide that we must attune ourselves to what is really happening behind those walls and bars? My friends, I plead and beg of you to take a CLOSE LOOK at what has been happening to and with Charles Gundlah. I plead and beg of you to have this gentleman moved to a safe environment. If saving a fellow human being’s life is of any importance to you, you will act and react in a firm, positive manner to this request for immediate assistance.

Many thanks and Best Wishes,

Sid Kleiner 

21st May, 2004

Charles Gundlah, #124520

0-3215

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000

Charles Gundlah, #124520

0-3215

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000
Shalom & G’ Day To You, Chaver Charles!


Please see the enclosed photocopy of a letter recently received from Ray Flum, Director of Classification, Vermont Department of Corrections. My friend, I continue to be mystified and bewildered by all of this. Flum reveals that investigations were made and they couldn’t find a thing that would substantiate your allegations of abuse. He goes on to write that, “…Mr. Gundlah admitted that he had not been physically abused or threatened with any bodily harm.” 


If the abuse you’ve alleged had really occurred, why would you, in more than one instance, deny that you’d been abused? Can you comprehend my perplexity and bewilderment? Either you are being abused or you aren’t being abused. Do you have personal reasons for denying the abuse when you are being questioned? Perhaps I am missing something that’s important here? If so, please share what you are able to share with me. Is there any proof, any documentation, any witnesses, anything at all that would substantiate and validate your abuse claims? Can I tell the officials why you deny that there’s abuse when questioned? But first you must fill me in on the details.


After reading the enclosed letter most carefully, I would appreciate your remarks and comments about its contents. We really need to get to the bottom of this matter so we can help you. I cannot continue to “cry wolf” to the people in Vermont only to be advised that you have stated that there is no abuse. Let’s get this situation resolved once and for all, okay?

With Torah Blessings & best Wishes, 

Sid

7-13-04

Sid, I can tell you one reason why his story could change.  It's happened to

a few of my families' loved ones while we were battling the department for

their safety.

Pure threats.

One of the families went to visit their inmate son and saw bruises on his

neck, the painful way he held his arm, and the fear on his face.  The son

told mom tensely, "don't talk about it", but after the visit she got his

letter wherein he wrote that officers had beaten him and broken his arm.

She launched a campaign to get him help.

She called to the prison to speak to the warden, whom, they said was not in.

They forwarded her to the assistant warden so she told him her son had been

hurt by officers and she needed to leave a message for the warden.

Someone who identified themselves as the assistant warden called her back,

said he had called the colonel in and the colonel said the son was fine and

had not been hurt at all.  But she told him she knew better, had seen the

bruises herself, and she insisted on talking to the warden.  He said he

would have the warden call her.

A voice identifying himself as warden called her within the hour and told

her he had checked into it and her son had been hurt playing ball.  Well,

she knew they had no sporting equipment at her son's prison, so said she was

calling the region director.

A few minutes later, she got a call reportedly from the region director's

office who said he had just spoken with the prison and her son had indeed

been hurt, not by an officer, but by another inmate as they were "wrestling

around", just playing. It was all an accident he claimed.

A couple hours later someone identifying themselves as the colonel called

her.  She could hear several voices in the background and the voice

identifying itself as the Colonel said, "Here's your son."  Her son's very

frightened voice came on and told her that he had not been hurt at all.

They put him on lockdown for 'lying to staff' and cut off the family visits

for weeks.  Most likely to have time to intimidate him into silence and to

let him heal.

Yes he had been hurt by officers, his arm was broken. Even though we learned

that the officers who had hurt him were in the room with him when he talked

to his mom on the phone, and had threatened him to make him lie to her; even

though we knew the officers had hurt him, we could do nothing. We tried to

get an investigation going, but once he gave in to their threats and agreed

it hadn't happened, we could do nothing.

Make no mistake: Investigators will lie.  Many of them were guards before

they were inspectors and many have done the dirty deeds themselves in the

past.  They don't mind covering up.  Officers themselves told me that.

However, to do anything, despite his fear, he has to maintain the facts.

That's hard to do when you are being threatened and are frightened.

Not saying this is how it happened, but this is one very real reason a man

backs down on his story of guard abuse.

Kay Lee
Steve Gold, Commissioner

Vermont Department of Corrections-Out-of-State Unit

1229 Portland Street, Suite 101

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
June 4th, 2004

Steve Gold, Commissioner

Richard Turner, Director, Correctional Services

Ray Flum, Director of Classifications

Vermont Department of Corrections-Out-of-State Unit

1229 Portland Street, Suite 101

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

RE: Charles Gundlah, #124520

0-3215

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000

My Dear Friends,


I am fully aware that we have communicated on this situation in the past. Ray Flum’s letter indicates that no rapes have occurred. From what we gather, there have been rapes. And recent information reveals that there will be more violence and abuse if we all sit back and do absolutely nothing.


I have a brand-new letter from Mr. Gundlah in which he advises that he has written letters and done just about everything imaginable to get someone’s attention---all to no avail. The man is only requesting to be placed in protective custody, and he is apparently ignored by local officials and hears nothing from your offices either. All of this is prompted by the recent arrival of some inmates from Martin C.I. Mr. Gundlah has turned into a total nervous wreck because of the ominous threats of these people. He eats very little and his face is breaking out like he has some kind of horrible affliction. Once Charles has been abused, beaten or (perish the thought) murdered, it will be too late to intervene and save a life. 


My understanding is that the Interstate Compact Agreement permits you to tell the receiving state to place an inmate in protective custody. Is this too much to do to possibly save a life? Have we not learned from cases like the James Quigley suicide that we must attune ourselves to what is really happening behind those walls and bars? My friends, I plead and beg of you to take a CLOSE LOOK at what has been happening to and with Charles Gundlah. I plead and beg of you to have this gentleman moved to a safe environment. If saving a fellow human being’s life is of any importance to you, you will act and react in a firm, positive manner to this request for immediate assistance.

Many thanks and Best Wishes,

Sid Kleiner 

21st May, 2004

Charles Gundlah, #124520

0-3215

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000

13th July, 2004

Charles Gundlah, #124520

0-3215

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000
Shalom & G’ Day To You, Chaver Charles!


Please see the enclosed photocopy of a letter recently received from Ray Flum, Director of Classification, Vermont Department of Corrections. My friend, I continue to be mystified and bewildered by all of this. Flum reveals that investigations were made and they couldn’t find a thing that would substantiate your allegations of abuse. He goes on to write that, “…Mr. Gundlah admitted that he had not been physically abused or threatened with any bodily harm.” 


If the abuse you’ve alleged had really occurred, why would you, in more than one instance, deny that you’d been abused? Can you comprehend my perplexity and bewilderment? Either you are being abused or you aren’t being abused. Do you have personal reasons for denying the abuse when you are being questioned? Perhaps I am missing something that’s important here? If so, please share what you are able to share with me. Is there any proof, any documentation, any witnesses, anything at all that would substantiate and validate your abuse claims? Can I tell the officials why you deny that there’s abuse when questioned? But first you must fill me in on the details.


After reading the enclosed letter most carefully, I would appreciate your remarks and comments about its contents. We really need to get to the bottom of this matter so we can help you. I cannot continue to “cry wolf” to the people in Vermont only to be advised that you have stated that there is no abuse. Let’s get this situation resolved once and for all, okay?

With Torah Blessings & best Wishes, 

Sid

7-13-04

Sid, I can tell you one reason why his story could change.  It's happened to

a few of my families' loved ones while we were battling the department for

their safety.

Pure threats.

One of the families went to visit their inmate son and saw bruises on his

neck, the painful way he held his arm, and the fear on his face.  The son

told mom tensely, "don't talk about it", but after the visit she got his

letter wherein he wrote that officers had beaten him and broken his arm.

She launched a campaign to get him help.

She called to the prison to speak to the warden, whom, they said was not in.

They forwarded her to the assistant warden so she told him her son had been

hurt by officers and she needed to leave a message for the warden.

Someone who identified themselves as the assistant warden called her back,

said he had called the colonel in and the colonel said the son was fine and

had not been hurt at all.  But she told him she knew better, had seen the

bruises herself, and she insisted on talking to the warden.  He said he

would have the warden call her.

A voice identifying himself as warden called her within the hour and told

her he had checked into it and her son had been hurt playing ball.  Well,

she knew they had no sporting equipment at her son's prison, so said she was

calling the region director.

A few minutes later, she got a call reportedly from the region director's

office who said he had just spoken with the prison and her son had indeed

been hurt, not by an officer, but by another inmate as they were "wrestling

around", just playing. It was all an accident he claimed.

A couple hours later someone identifying themselves as the colonel called

her.  She could hear several voices in the background and the voice

identifying itself as the Colonel said, "Here's your son."  Her son's very

frightened voice came on and told her that he had not been hurt at all.

They put him on lockdown for 'lying to staff' and cut off the family visits

for weeks.  Most likely to have time to intimidate him into silence and to

let him heal.

Yes he had been hurt by officers, his arm was broken. Even though we learned

that the officers who had hurt him were in the room with him when he talked

to his mom on the phone, and had threatened him to make him lie to her; even

though we knew the officers had hurt him, we could do nothing. We tried to

get an investigation going, but once he gave in to their threats and agreed

it hadn't happened, we could do nothing.

Make no mistake: Investigators will lie.  Many of them were guards before

they were inspectors and many have done the dirty deeds themselves in the

past.  They don't mind covering up.  Officers themselves told me that.

However, to do anything, despite his fear, he has to maintain the facts.

That's hard to do when you are being threatened and are frightened.

Not saying this is how it happened, but this is one very real reason a man

backs down on his story of guard abuse.

Kay Lee
Steve Gold, Commissioner

Vermont Department of Corrections-Out-of-State Unit

1229 Portland Street, Suite 101

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
June 4th, 2004

Steve Gold, Commissioner

Richard Turner, Director, Correctional Services

Ray Flum, Director of Classifications

Vermont Department of Corrections-Out-of-State Unit

1229 Portland Street, Suite 101

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819

RE: Charles Gundlah, #124520

0-3215

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000

My Dear Friends,


I am fully aware that we have communicated on this situation in the past. Ray Flum’s letter indicates that no rapes have occurred. From what we gather, there have been rapes. And recent information reveals that there will be more violence and abuse if we all sit back and do absolutely nothing.


I have a brand-new letter from Mr. Gundlah in which he advises that he has written letters and done just about everything imaginable to get someone’s attention---all to no avail. The man is only requesting to be placed in protective custody, and he is apparently ignored by local officials and hears nothing from your offices either. All of this is prompted by the recent arrival of some inmates from Martin C.I. Mr. Gundlah has turned into a total nervous wreck because of the ominous threats of these people. He eats very little and his face is breaking out like he has some kind of horrible affliction. Once Charles has been abused, beaten or (perish the thought) murdered, it will be too late to intervene and save a life. 


My understanding is that the Interstate Compact Agreement permits you to tell the receiving state to place an inmate in protective custody. Is this too much to do to possibly save a life? Have we not learned from cases like the James Quigley suicide that we must attune ourselves to what is really happening behind those walls and bars? My friends, I plead and beg of you to take a CLOSE LOOK at what has been happening to and with Charles Gundlah. I plead and beg of you to have this gentleman moved to a safe environment. If saving a fellow human being’s life is of any importance to you, you will act and react in a firm, positive manner to this request for immediate assistance.

Many thanks and Best Wishes,

Sid Kleiner 

21st May, 2004

Charles Gundlah, #124520

0-3215

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000

Shalom to You, Friend Charles!


Your most recent missive really saddens me. You suffer in a cell block that is dominated by ruffians, obnoxious people, and, above all, the din is enough to drive one to distraction. And there are bodily threats against you!


You have done the right thing by contacting some of the higher-ups in Tallahassee. I acknowledge your shortage of stamps and a desire to contact the Vermont press about your prevailing plight. My friend, we remain in a most-under-funded condition. Trudy and I have been paying most of the bills out of our own pockets. There is so much I would like to do for people like you, but please believe me when I tell you the dollars are not coming in. It is quite accurate to state that the mainstream Jewish community has all but forsaken us. In fact, the day may come when we will no longer be able to serve the over-300 men and women we presently serve. And it will not be our fault either.


Yes, Charles, we had some tremendously enjoyable high-seas adventures this year. Over fifty souls participated in our first Seder and we had an overflowing theater for the showing of, “A Taste of Passover.” Now, we are already preparing for the High Holy Days, as well as booking cruises for the entire year of 2005. We could have cruised Europe for the 2005 High Holy Days, but I fear that I lack the stamina for such rigorous travel. So we’ll stay closer to home. My friend, I hope and pray for much better days for you. Please keep me posted.

With Torah Blessings,

Sid

AMERICA’S PRISON SYSTEMS CAN BE DRACONIAN, ARCHAIC AND CRUEL

By Charles  Gundlah, #124520 

December 5th, 2003

What you are about to read is based on actual occurrences. I encourage anyone who has been subjected to or witnessed similar mistreatment to expose it for what it is---.corruption.

After witnessing a supervisory correctional officer accidentally kill an inmate during a use of force incident, I was in shock.  This added turbulence to an already dramatic turn in my life and was very upsetting. Shortly thereafter I was brought in front of a special committee to testify to what I had seen. Not long after that, a powerful administrator threatened me with retribution. 

A few years later, I was sentenced to a long prison term.   I knew I deserved the punishment. Ever since I had acted so cruelly, killing another person, I had vowed never to lift my hands to hurt anyone again. At Northwest State Correctional Facility in Vermont, that vow was easy to follow through with.  I gave respect and treated others as I wished to be treated, with only a couple of incidents occurring where I ended up with hurt pride. An officer I had come to know and respect warned me that “they” would be paying me back for my being so outspoken. I thought little of his warning until only a month before my mother was to come and visit me for the first time in over a decade, I was sent to the Florida Department of Corrections against my will. The people responsible were completely aware that placing me in such an overwhelmingly violent and out of control prison system would have an adverse effect on my safety. The second night, three or perhaps four black inmates attacked me in my sleep, intent on defiling me.  Some Aryan brotherhood members stopped them, only to ask for money the next day.  Everywhere I went I was told how good I looked. The constant predators were ever-present, mainly in the form of black men. I was robbed again and again.  I complained, I wrote letters, I even began seeing a psychologist, yet no one seemed to care. Instead of a name I was now a number. And since nothing had actually happened to me, it wasn’t important. I resorted to paying a hulking black inmate to keep the dogs at bay.  When I had no more money, the dogs came again ---spying me out, using numerous tactics to try to get what they wanted.  What they wanted was abhorrent and immoral.  I remained afraid, with no one to help me.  Then I met an old-timer who told he would help me.  All I had to do was file a paper in court and turn myself into security as a protective case, which would mean loss of privileges. But only days before he had a chance to file for injunctive relief in court, I was brutally assaulted by three black inmates after being choked unconscious again and again. A week later I was in disciplinary confinement for allegedly possessing escape paraphernalia. A book I had been writing about corruption in the Florida D.O.C. had sketches in it that were labeled as escape paraphernalia.  My transcripts were stolen by the state assistant inspector.  Florida prison staff’s reaction to my traumatic ordeal was to cover up what happened to me. My family, who had been supporting me, didn’t know how to react to such news, and have since then had no contact with me. Things were done against procedures, and I didn’t know what to do. I was placed into close management unjustifiably.  Sexual predators were prevalent everywhere I went, and I was a prime target.  I saw how deeply corrupt Florida prison staff were, and spent all my time trying to expose these untouchables.  Vermont’s Department of Corrections’ authorities contacted me by letter about this time (2001) claiming, “The original intent of your placement...was to...offer you a greatly enhanced and more humane correctional experience than can be found within the Vermont system.”  Also adding that they felt Florida would offer more in regards to programming, education, etc. The truth (and I know this from experience) is that the Vermont Department of Corrections is more humane (by far), and offers more to any offender it houses. To say otherwise is an irrational non-sequitar.  My complaints caused more hostility than I had counted upon.

While I was in protective management status, a vendetta took the form of an officer placing a known violent sexual predator into my cell.  I was, for a second time in my life, overpowered and immorally humiliated.  Further covering up ensued.  I was totally incensed with rage about this blatant act of inhumane treatment.  I began court proceedings as soon as I knew how. My continued and adamant stance against corruption made prison staff angry toward me.  A while later, I was assaulted by an outraged officer. I was released from close management only to be placed back into close management without procedural due process.  This has been a torture beyond belief, lasting five and one half years, and continues.  Florida’s D.O.C. officials send Vermont’s D.O.C. officials reports that have no truth to them, causing everyone to deny my allegations. Over one hundred letters to Vermont and Florida state representatives, senators, and governors have amounted to “jurisdictional controversies,” leaving me to wallow in this den of iniquity. The Vermont D.O.C.’s reasons behind transfers are questionable. The fact that, for over five years, D.O.C.  authorities from both states have knowingly ignored my situation to the extent that they have speaks volumes about their “intent.”  I hate no man.  My remorse for my past wrongs has been joined by despair, and a longing to be removed from the torturous reality that confronts me. I reach out to everyone to respond to this moral deterioration that contributes to the denigration of authority.  My punishment, along with that of many others must not include corrupt reprisal, oppression, physical and psychological torture, or condoning of such ruthlessness by authorities.  Limits are in need of enforcement lest even the very punishment for wrongs become a tyranny beyond comprehension.

Permission to publish this personal account and plea is hereby granted by the author, Charles H. Gundlah, #124520, E-1328, Florida State Prison, 7819 NW 228th Street, Raiford, FL 32026-2600

-30-

20th April, 2004 

Charles Gundlah, #124520

0-3215

Union Correctional Institution

7819 N.W. 228th Street

Raiford, FL 32026-4000

Greetings and a Pleasant Post-Pesach to You, Friend Moshe ben Moshe,


This is your embarrassed friend, Sid Kleiner, fresh from almost two weeks on the high seas and faced with an incredible, awesome heap of accumulated mail, packages, e-mail and phone calls. I embarrassed because we had a total breakdown of our main computer. We were smug in believing that all of our vital data had been saved to an external hard drive. But, much to our disappointment, we’d only saved years-old data, and all of our more recent files are gone forever. And your file, Charles, is one of those recent ones that is floating out there in Cyberspace, never again to be linked with our ailing, main computer. On the positive side, we have saved much of what you’ve sent us, so we might be able to work from that, if necessary.


Now, to focus on your appeal for assistance: I am enclosing the address of the Becket Fund’s senior counsel. This is the team that pushed through the Alan J. Cotton kosher food victory. If anyone can lend a helping hand, the Becket people are both motivated and qualified. 

As for starving yourself because you refused to have chometz in your prison cell, I cannot concur with your decision, my friend. Your obligation to Hashem is to remain alive and healthy. The Laws of Kashruth surely do not apply when extenuating circumstances prevail. I admire your adherence to Halacha, but survival is an issue in this instance, so I would advise you to go ahead and eat as close to kosher as you possibly can. Hashem knows, and Hashem forgives. As for the DOC’s kosher program, all of the Jews in population at your facility have removed themselves from the kosher food line? Why did this happen? Because these men want verification that the kosher food kitchen and the concomitant food preparation procedures are all carried out in concert with Halacha. As A. J. Cotton has told me, “My kosher food victory has become a nightmare.” So, let’s apply the brakes and move forward deliberately and intelligently. I wish you only the very best!

With Torah Blessings,

Sid         

	Corrections Offender Network
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	DC Number:
 124520
Name:
 GUNDLAH, CHARLES
Race:
 WHITE
Sex:
 MALE
Hair Color:
 BROWN
Eye Color:
 HAZEL
Height:
 5'11''
Weight:
 171
Birth Date:
 09/12/1964
Initial Receipt Date:
 07/23/1998
Current Facility:
 UNION C. I.
Current Classification Status:
 CM I
Current Custody:
 CLOSE
Current Release Date:
 SENTENCED TO LIFE
 





	Aliases:

	CHARLES GUNDLAH 
	CHARLES HENRY GUNDLAH JR


	Identifiers:

	FINGERPRINT CLASS - 16PI13PO12161214CI15
	


	Scars, Marks, and Tattoos:

	Type
	Location
	Description

	TATTOO
	RIGHT ARM
	CICEP CROSS


	Current Prison Sentence History:

	Offense Date
	Offense
	Sentence Date
	County
	Case No.
	Prison Sentence Length
	
	

	04/08/1991
	ESCAPE
	04/28/1993
	INTERSTATE
	
	10Y 0M 0D 
	
	

	04/11/1991
	1ST DEG MUR,COM.OF FELONY
	10/04/1995
	INTERSTATE
	
	SENTENCED TO LIFE
	
	

	04/11/1991
	BURG/N/ASSLT/OCC.STRUCT.
	10/04/1995
	INTERSTATE
	
	25Y 0M 0D 
	
	

	04/11/1991
	GRAND THEFT MOTOR VEHICLE
	10/04/1995
	INTERSTATE
	
	10Y 0M 0D 
	
	

	04/08/1991
	BURG/DWELL/OCCUP.CONVEY
	10/04/1995
	INTERSTATE
	
	15Y 0M 0D 
	
	

	04/08/1991
	PETIT THEFT/3RD CONVICTION
	10/04/1995
	INTERSTATE
	
	1Y 0M 0D 
	
	

	04/08/1991
	BURG/DWELL/OCCUP.CONVEY
	10/04/1995
	INTERSTATE
	
	10Y 0M 0D 
	
	

	04/08/1991
	CRIMINAL MISCHIEF/PROP.DAMAGE
	10/04/1995
	INTERSTATE
	
	0Y 6M 0D 
	
	

	04/08/1991
	BURG/DWELL/OCCUP.CONVEY
	10/04/1995
	INTERSTATE
	
	15Y 0M 0D 
	
	

	04/08/1991
	PETIT THEFT/3RD CONVICTION
	10/04/1995
	INTERSTATE
	
	1Y 0M 0D 
	
	

	04/08/1991
	CRIMINAL MISCHIEF/PROP.DAMAGE
	10/04/1995
	INTERSTATE
	
	0Y 6M 0D 
	
	

	04/08/1991
	BURG/DWELL/OCCUP.CONVEY
	10/04/1995
	INTERSTATE
	
	10Y 0M 0D 
	
	

	04/08/1991
	PETIT THEFT/3RD CONVICTION
	10/04/1995
	INTERSTATE
	
	1Y 0M 0D 
	
	

	04/08/1991
	CRIMINAL MISCHIEF/PROP.DAMAGE
	10/04/1995
	INTERSTATE
	
	0Y 6M 0D 
	
	

	04/08/1991
	BURG/DWELL/OCCUP.CONVEY
	10/04/1995
	INTERSTATE
	
	15Y 0M 0D 
	
	

	04/08/1991
	PETIT THEFT/3RD CONVICTION
	10/04/1995
	INTERSTATE
	
	1Y 0M 0D 
	
	

	04/08/1991
	BURG/DWELL/OCCUP.CONVEY
	10/04/1995
	INTERSTATE
	
	10Y 0M 0D 
	
	

	04/08/1991
	PETIT THEFT/3RD CONVICTION
	10/04/1995
	INTERSTATE
	
	1Y 0M 0D 
	
	

	04/08/1991
	CRIMINAL MISCHIEF/PROP.DAMAGE
	10/04/1995
	INTERSTATE
	
	0Y 6M 0D 
	
	


Note: The offense descriptions are truncated and do not necessarily reflect the crime of conviction. Please refer to the court documents or the Florida Statutes for further information or definition.
	Incarceration History:

	Date In-Custody
	Date Out-of-Custody

	07/23/1998
	Currently Incarcerated
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